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For the Christian Journal. 


Abstravt of the Proceedings of the 
Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Connecticut, held in Christ church, 
Hartford, June 1st and 2d, 1825. 


THE convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell; thirty- 
five presbyters ; and fifty-five lay-dele- 
gates, representing thirty-nine parishes; 
and was opened with morning prayer, 
read by the Rev. Frederick Holcomb, 
rector of the churches in Wilton and 
Ridgefield ; a sermon preached by the 
Rev. Sturges Gilbert, rector of the 
churches in Woodbury, Roxbury, and 
Bethlehem ; and the administration of 
the holy communion by the bishop, 
assisted by the Right Rev. Bishop Gris- 
wold, of the eastern diocese. 

The Rev. Birdsey G. Noble was 
elected secretary, and Burrage Beach, 
Esq. assistant secretary. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell delivered the follow- 
ing address. 


My Brethren of the Clergy, and 
of the Laity, 


We have again been permitted to 
assemble in convention, to devise mea- 
sures for the welfare of that portion of 
the church of Christ, which has been 
committed to our more especial care. 
May we all be duly sensible of the re- 
sponsibility which rests upon us: may 
the great Master of assemblies vouch- 
safe to us his gracious presence: may 
he preside over our eliberations, and 
direct all our counsels and endeavours 
to the welfare of his church, and the 
promotion of his own glory. 

Since our last annual convention, I 
have made a more general visitation 
through the diocese than in any preced- 
ing year. It has enabled me to bear 
testimony to the zeal and fidelity of the 
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clergy, and to the gradually advancing 
state of most of the parishes. There 
are indeed many adverse circumstances, 
which must prevent the rapid growth 
of our church. A great portion of our 
parishes are small, and weak, when 
compared with other religious societies 
with which they are surrounded. Many 
of them are, consequently, but partially 
supplied with ministerial services, and 
the burthen of support falls heavily on 
individuals. In addition to these con- 
siderations, it need not excite our won- 
der that some should be unwilling to 
hazard their popularity, by connecting 
themselves with a body, which is re- 
garded by many of those around them 
as but a minor sect of Christians. But 
religious prejudices still constitute the 
most formidable obstacle to the growth 
of our church. There is no part of our 
country, where these prejudices might 
be expected to exist in greater force 
than in Connecticut. Settled originally 
by Puritans, who abandoned their na- 
tive country, in abhorrence of Episco- 
pacy, and at a time when the principles 
of religious liberty were but little under- 
stood, they naturally regarded the in- 
troduction of any opinions different 
from their own, as an intrusion upon 
the asylum they had chosen. Their 
early institutions were calculated to 
foster these sentiments, and it isno way 
extraordinary that some traces of them — 
should have been perpetuated to the 
present generation. In short, the pre- 
ponderance of publie sentiment has 
been hostile to our church, and the 
tendency of the civil and religious in- 
stitutions of the state has naturally been 
adverse to its interests: Under these 
circumstances, we have less catise to 
wonder that it advances so tardily, as 
that"its growth should have been so 
rapid; and we have less reason to com- 
plain of the prejudices, and other ob- 
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stacles which have impeded its growth, 
than we have to admire the successful 
progress of what we deem to be truth, 
and the excellency of those doctrines 
and institutions, wuich.could overcome 
such difficulties, and surmount such ob- 
stacles.—'Time is the great remedy for 
all prejudices and errors. Possessing 
our souls in patience, and doing what- 
soever our hand findeth to do, we may 
abide with confidence its salutary ope- 
rations. The prejudices te-which I have 
alluded, are moreover so intimately 
connected with the frailties of our com- 
mon nature, and have resulted so natu- 
rally from the position in which our 
church has been placed, that we ought 
to regard them rather in sorrow than 
in anger. We should carefully ex- 
amine ourselves, to see whether we da 
not entertain similar prejudices, in re- 
gard to other religious denominations, 
and while we faithfully and zealously 
maintain what we believe to be the 
truth, we should set forward, as much 
as in us lies, peace and charity with all 
men. Cherishing a kindly feeling, and 
exercising a liberal conduct towards 
other Christian communions, we can- 
not be justly censured for manifesting 
our attachment to the church of ozr 
affections. Convinced that its doctrines, 
its ministry, and its worship, are con- 
formable to Scripture, and the faith and 
practice of the purest ages, we should 
earnestly pray for its extension, and 
labour tor its welfare. But above all, 
we should be anxious that its piety and 
zeal should keep pace with its external 
growth. This depends chiefly on our 
own exertions, assisted as we trust they 
will be, by divine grace; and it should 
constitute the chief object of our labours. 
From a survey of the state of the 
church in this diocese, during the past 
year’s visitations, 1 am induced to hope 
that there has been no diminution in 
the piety and zeal of her members: 
and while I have been gratified by the 
kindness and cordiality with which I 
have every where been received, I have 
been encouraged by the improving state 
of many of the parishes, while I have 
witnessed a manifest decline in none. 
In the course of my visitation, I have 
administered the holy rite of confirma- 
ion in twenty parishes, as follows :-— 
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July 8, in Stamford,to 30 persons. 
< 9,in Norwalk,te 14 * 
10, in Wilton, to gq ..° 
“ 11l,in N.Canaan,to 1 “ 
« —,in Ridgefield,to 11 “ 
‘© 13, in Reading, to i 
“ 14,in Weston,to 10 * 
“ 15,in Trumbull,to 16 “© 

Aug. 4,in Bridgeport,te 21 © 
“* 15, in Milford, to ; = 
“ 22,in Guilfordjto 2 & 

Sept. 13, in Northfield,to 16 
“ 15,in Salisbury,te 16 * 
“ 17,in N. Milford,to 19 “ 
“¢ —,in Bridgewater,toll 
“ 18,in Brookfield,to 18 “ 

Nov. 25, in Wallingford,toi4 
“ 26,in N. Guilford,to 7 
“ 28,in Branford,to 7 “* 

Feb. 20,in Cheshire,to 24 “ 


In all, to 258 persons, 


During my visit to the parish of 
Salisbury, on the 15th of September 
last, I consecrated the new ehurch in 
that place, by the name of St. John’s 
church. This edifice is constructed of 
brick, in the gothic style of architec- 
ture. It is neatly finished, and its ac- 
commodations are judiciously arranged. 
The expense of its erection, though 
pressing heavily on individuals, has 
been borne with cheerfulness ; and it is 
trusted that no one feels impoverished 
by his exertions. The zeal and libe- 
rality which this parish has evinced, 
affords an encouraging promise of its 
future prosperity. 

On the 16th of September fast, at 
St. Paul’s church in Sharon, I admitted 
the Rev. Alonzo Potter to the holy 
order of priests; and on the 5th of 
December following, at Christ church, 
Hartford, I admitted the Rev. John 
Sellon to the same grade in the ministry. 
Both these ordinations were performed 
by request, on behalf of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart: the Rev. Mr. Potter 
being a professor of Union college, in 
the diocese of New-York; and the Rev. 
Mr. Sellon being rector of Christchurch, 
Ann-street, in the city of New-York. 
—On Sunday the 6th day of March, at 
St. Luke’s church, Glastenbury, 1 also 
admitted the Rev. Hector Humphrey, 
of Washington college, tothe holy order 
of priests. 
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‘The following persons are at present 
candidates for holy orders in this dio- 
cese: viz.—George Shelton, William 
Peet, William H. Lewis, (who are pur- 
suing their studies at the General Semi- 
nary of our church,) and Harry Finch, 
Norman Pinney, Joseph D. Clark, 
Nathan Kingsbury, John W. Cloud, 
George F. Shepherd, and Thomas W. 
Coit. 

Since fhe last convention, letters 
dimissory have been granted to the 
Rev. Enoch Huntington, who had pre- 
viously removed to the diocese of Penn- 
sylvania, and to the Rev. Beardsley 
Northrup, who has recently been‘ called 
to the diocese of New-York.—The 
Rev. George W. Doane, from the dio- 
cese of New-York, and the Rev. Ed- 
ward Rutledge, from that of South- 
‘Carolina, have become established m 
this diocese; the former as a professor 
in Washington college, and the latter 
as minister of the church in Stratford. 
Several changes have taken place in 
the location ef the clergy ef the diocese, 
since ourdast convention; but as some 
of these are understood to be of a tem- 
porary nature, and as most of them 
have not been officially notified to me, 
Tam unable te state them with preci- 
sion. In adverting to this subject, i 
cannot forbear to express my regret 
that the connexion between ministers 
and their parishes should, in many 
instances, ‘be so slight and transient. 
Much.of the benefit that would result 
from the pastor’s intimate knowledge 
of the spiritual wants of his flock, and 
of the increased usefulness that would 
arise from along intercourse and mutual 
attachment, is thus foregone and lost. 
Doubtless the evil results, in most cases, 
from the inability of the parishes to 
make more permanent arrangements. 
Yet I cannot but hope that such pa- 
rishes will take the earliest opportuni- 
ties to corinect themselves into con- 
venient cures ; that they will make the 
most permanent arrangements for 
stated ministratiens, which their cir- 
cumstances will-admit; and that a mere 
love of novelty will never induce them 
to abandon the important benefits 
which result from a settled ministry. 
There can be no doubt but the clergy 
would be ready to make great sacrifi- 
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ces, to secure such advantages to the 
church. 

The missionary services for the past 
year have been performed by the Rev. 
Stephen Beaeh, in the north-west part 
of Litchfield county, and by the Rev. 
Ashbel Steele, in the county of New- 
London. The reports of these mis- 
sionaries will be laid before the conven- 
tion. There is good reason to believe 
that their ‘labours ‘have been ‘highly 
useful to the church. For the ensuing 
year, I should tliink i expedient to 


devote the most considerable portion: 


of the funds of the “ Society for the 
Promotion of ‘Christian Knowledge” 
towards the support of such weak pa- 
rishes in the diocese as seem most likely 


to be benefitted*by such assistance. 


I have never addressed the conven- 
tion of this diocese, without pressing 
upon its nctice the important objects 
of the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge. If I forbear to 
urge them at this time, and to make 
fresh claims upon your liberality, it is 


not that my sense of the importance of | 


these objects is diminished, “but that E 
would not seem to be importunate. 
For the same reason [ omit any new 
observations upon the importance of 
Sunday schools, as well as upon the ne- 
cessity of supporting the more general 
objects of our church, the “ Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society,” and 
the “ General Theological Seminary.” 

I have previously had occasion to 
take notice of the incorporation of a 
college, to'be under the principal pa- 
tronage and direction of members of 
our church, and to state that the re- 
quisite endowments had been cbtained 
to render the charter available. Since 
our last meeting, fhe institution has 
been organized, and ft is now in suc- 
cessful operation. It ‘has indeed had 
to ‘encounter much of that prejudice 
and obloquy, which has so frequently 
been experienced by our church; but 
this unmerited reproach seems only to 
have had the effect of creating for it 
additional sympathy in the minds of 
liberal men, and we have every reason 
to look for its future prosperity and 
usefulness. 7 

Before closing my address, it be- 
comes my painful duty to record the 
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death of the Rev. Joseph D. Welton, 
of Waterbury, who departed this life 
in the month of January last, and of the 
Rev. Philo Shelton, of Fairfield, who 
expired on the 27th of February. The 
former, having been for several years 
incapacitated from ministerial labour, 
by painful and protracted disease, has 
been cut off in the meridian of life. 
The latter, after a long service of forty 
years in the vineyard of his Master, 
has been gathered to the company of 
the faithful in a good old age, “asa 
shock of corn fully ripe.” 

The Rev. Mr. Shelton was admitted 
to holy orders in Christ church, Middle- 
town, on the 3d of August, 1785, by 
the venerable Bishop Seabury ; it being 
the first Episcopal ordination ever held 
in this country. He has faithfully and 
successfully laboured for almost forty 
years, in the parish from which his 
divine Master has now called him to 
his rest. He has taken an important 
part in the ecclesiastical concerns of 
the diocese, from the period of its first 
organization ; and the moderation and 
prudence of his counsels have contri- 
buted, in no small degree, to the wel- 
fare of the church. For simplicity of 
character, amiable manners, unaffected 
piety, and a faithful devotion to the 
duties of the ministerial office, he has 
left an example by which all his surviv- 
ing brethren may profit, and which few 
of them can hope to surpass. 

Brethren, in proceeding to the fur- 
ther business of the convention, let us 
again commend ourselves to the pro- 
tection and blessing of God; beseech- 
ing him that as, by the Holy Spirit, 
he did preside in the councils of the 
blessed apostles, so he would graciously 
be present in the council of his church 
here assembled in his name and pre- 
sence : that he would save us from all 
error, ignorance, pride, and prejudice : 
and that of his great mercy he would 
vouchsafe so to direct, sanctify, and 
govern us in our present work, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, that 
the comfortable Gospel of Christ may 
be truly preached, truly received, and 
truly followed, in all places, through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 

Tuomas C. Browne LL. 
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The committee on the constitution 
made the following report :— 

The committee appointed at the last 
convention, to ascertain the number of 
parishes in the diocese, and how many 
had adopted the constitution framed 
and submitted to their consideration in 
1821, beg leave to report, That, having 
attended to the duties assigned them, 
they find there are in the diocese 74 
parishes, 48 of which had made their 
returns, all in the affirmative. A circu- 
lar letter was addressed to all the de- 
linquent parishes; a copy of which is 
herewith presented, marked A. Since 
this, 11 returns have been made, also 
in the affirmative; making, in the whole, 
59; more than three-fourths, The com- 
mittee have consequently the pleasure 
to report, that the constitution is adopt- 
ed. TitLotTson Bronson, 

Rurrace Beacu. 


On motion by the Rev. Ashbel Bald- 
win, the report of the committee was 
accepted ; and thereupon the following 
preamble and resolution, presented by 
Burrage Beach, Esq. were adopted :— 

Whereas it appears by the report of 
said committee, that more than three- 
fourths of the parishes in the diocese, 
in their annual meeting, have adopted 
said constitution, the evidence of which 
appears by the certificates under the 
hands of the clerks of the several pa- 
rishes : 

Thereupon, resolved, That the con- 
stitution, framed and submitted to the 
consideration of the several parishes of 
this diocese, by the convention held at 
Waterbury, in June, A. D, 1821, be, 
and the same is hereby declared to be 
the constitution of this diocese. 


The following is a copy of the 


CONSTITUTION, 


Article 1. There shall be a conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this state, on the first Wednesday of 
June, in each year, at such place as 
shall have been determined upon by 
the bishop; and in case of vacancy in 
the episcopate, by the standing com- 
mittee. 

Art. 2. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut, as a constituent 
part of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America, accedes 
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to, recognizes, and adopts the general 
constitution of that church, and acknow- 
ledges its authority accordingly. 

Art. 3. Every convention shall be 
opened with prayer, and the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s supper. And it shall 
be the duty of the bishop, either to de- 
liver a charge or sermon, or to appoint 
one of his clergy to preach at the open- 
ing of each convention: and in case of 
a vacancy in the episcopate, the stand- 
ing committee shall appoint. 

Art. 4. The bishop shall preside in 
convention: but in case of absence, or 
of vacancy in the episcopate, the old- 
est presbyter present shall preside. 

Art. 5. The bishop shall have power 
to call a special convention when he 
may judge it conducive to the good of 
the church ; or when applied to for that 
purpose by the standing committee, or 
five presbyters. And in case of va- 
cancy in the episcopate, the standing 
committee shall have power to call a 
special convention. 

Art. 6. The convention shall be eom- 
nosed of both clergymen and laymen. 
Every officiating minister of this church, 
regularly appointed to the charge of a 
congregation in union with this conven- 
tion; ministers employed as missiona- 
ries under the appointment of the eccle- 
siastical authority ; clerical instructors 
of youth in any seminary of learning 
in this state constituted by civil or ec- 
clesiastical authority; and ministers 
whom age or infirmities prevent from 
exercising their clerical functions; shall 
be members of this convention. Each 
parish in this state, which shall have 
been received into union with the con- 
vention, shall be entitled to a represen- 
tation in eonvention by one delegate ; 
and if it shall cunsist of more than 5v 
families, by two; to be chosen by the 
parish. But before any delegate shall 
take his seat, he shal] produce a certi- 
ficate of his appointment, signed by the 
wardens or parish clerk. And one- 
third of the members of the clerical 
order, and 20 members of the lay order, 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business; but a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn. 

Art. 7. The clergy and laity in con- 
vention shall deliberate in one body ; 
and gn every question a majority of the 
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votes of those present shall decide. But 
if, upon any question, it be required by 
five members, the two orders shall vote 
thereon separately, and a concurrence 
of a majority of each order shall be ne- 
cessary to give validity to any measure. 

Art. 8. When the episcopate of this 
diocese shall become vacant by death 
or otherwise, the standing committee 
shall call a special convention, within 
three months from the time when such 
vacancy shall happen, at Hartford or 
New-Hlaven. And the time and place 
shall be notified in three or more re- 
spectable newspapers in this state, at 
least four weeks previous to said meet- 
ing: when the convention may proceed 
to an election, or adjourn to such time 
and place as may be deemed expedient. 

Art. 9. The election of a bishop of 
this diocese shall be in the following 
manner :—The two orders shall sepa- 
rate, and the order of the clergy shall 
choose, by ballot, some fit and qualified 
presbyter for that office; and there- 


upon, such choice. shall be communi- 


cated to the order of lay-delegates; and 
if, on ballot, the person so chosen is 
approved by the lay order, he shall be 
declared to be duly elected. fn the 
above mentioned election, a majority 
of each order shall determine a choice; 
provided that two-thirds of all the cler- 
gy entitled to vote be present, and two- 
thirds of all the congregations entitled 
to vote be represented ; otherwise, two- 
thirds of the votes of each order present 
shali be necessary to determine a choice. 

Art. 10. A secretary shall be chosen, 
immediately upon the opening of the 
annual convention, from the clerical 
izembers thereof. [i shall be his duty 
to take minutes of their proceedings, 
to preserve their journals and records, 


to attest the public acts of the body, 


and faithfully to deliver into the hands 
of his successor all books and proceed- 
ings relative to the concerns of the 
church which may be in his possession. 
And it shall also be his duty to notify, 
through the channel of such public 
prints as may be designated by the ec- 
clesiastical authority, the time and place 
appointed for the meeting of the suc- 
ceeding or special convention. 

Art.11. The standing committee shall 
be elected at the annual conventign ; 
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and shall be composed of five clerical 
members, who shall be rectors of pa- 
rishes, or instructors of some seminary 
instituted by the ecclesiastical or civil 
authority of this state. The first mem- 
ber elected shall be president; and at 
their first meeting, which shall always 
be on the day of their election, they 
shall appoint a secretary, who shall 
keep a journal of their proceedings, 
subject to the inspection of the conven- 
tion. Any three of the committee (the 
whole having been summoned) shall be 
a quorum, except for such purposes as, 
agreeably to their own rules or the ca- 
nons of the Genera! Convention, may 
require a larger number. 

Art. 12. The secretary and standing 
committee of this convention shall be 
appointed by ballot, and shail continue 
in office until their successors shall have 
been appointed. 

Art. 13. A treasurer shall be ap- 
pointed by the convention, to continue 
in office during their pleasure ; and it 
shall be his duty to receive and manage 
ail funds which may at any time belong 
to this convention; and to lay before 
the convention an annual statement of 
all such funds. 

Art. 14. Each order m convention 
shall appoint delegates to the General 
Convention by ballot; and the dele- 
gates thus appointed and confirmed by 
the concurrent vote of both orders in 
convention, shall continue in office three 
years, or the time that may intervene 
between the stated meetings of the Ge- 
neral Convention. 

Art. 15. No clergyman shall be sus- 
pended, or receive any public censure 
from the bishop, or standing committee 
of this diocese, without having been 
adjudged thereto in the way to be pro- 
vided for by canon. 

Art. 16. This constitution shall be 
unalterable, except in the following 
manner :—A proposition for amend- 
ment shall be introduced in writing, 
and considered in convention; and if 
approved of, shall lie over to the next 
annual convention ; and if again ap- 
proved of in the next annual conven- 
tion, by two-thirds of each order voting 
thereon separately, the amendment 
shall take place, and the constitution 
s¢ altered shall be valid and obligatory. 
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Art. 17. The foregoing constitution 
shall be printed, and submitted to the 
consideration of the several parishes in 
this diocese, for their approbation: and 
if approved of by three-fourths of said 
parishes in their annual meetings, the 
evidence of which shall be by certifi- 
cates under the hands of the clerks of 
the several parishes, the same shall be- 
come the constitution of the Episcopal 
Church of this diocese. 


The parochial reports furnish the fol- 
lowing aggregate:—Baptisms (adults 
$1, children 165, not specified 297) 
493—Marriages 219—Funerals 357 
—Sunday scholars 625—Communi- 
cants 4063. 


The bishop read the reports of the 
Rev. Stephen Beach, and of the Rev. 
Ashbel Steele, missionaries of the So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge, made to him, agreeably to 
the ninth article of the constitution of 
said society. 


The following are the reperts above 
referred to :— 


REPORT OF THE REV. STEPHEN BEACH. 


To the President of the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge. 


Ricat Rev. Sir, 


The services of your missionary, for 
the last year, have been confined prin- 
cipally to the towns of Salisbury and 
Cornwall, in the county of Litchfield. 
In the month of May last, an Episcopal 
society was formed in Salisbury, and 
constituted according to law. The new 
church, which had been commenced 
the previous year, was consecrated on 
the 15th of September fast, and set 
apart to the worship of Almighty God, 
by the name of St. John’s Church. The 
event dispensed a joy among the friends 
of our church, which it would be im- 
possible for me to describe ; and parti- 
cularly among the few ancient Episco- 
palians, who had long mourned over 
their destitute state. A new courage 
seemed to be inspired, and new hopes 
created, that the precious services of 
our church might be long continued and 
preserved in that part of our Saviour’s 
vineyard ; and I pray God that these 
hopes may not be disappointed. This 
newly constituted society seemed, ia 
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its feeble state, to demand a great part 
of my attention. I have given to it 
two-thirds of my labours up to Easter. 

On the day of the consecration of the 
church in Salisbury, 16 persons received 
the holy rite of confirmation; and the 
congregation, so small at first, has been 
vntil this time gradually increasing in 
numbers. It has had to labour un- 
der many unpropitious circumstances, 
which at times have caused despon- 
dency ; but there has been a gradually 
increasing attention to the services of 
the church, and a growing fondness for 
its usages. I am also consoled and en- 
couraged with the belief, that the pro- 
gress of genuine piety has kept pace 
with the outward prosperity of the 
church in that place. A Sunday school 
has been recently formed by the exer- 
tions of several benevolent ladies of 
the congregation, with a cheering pros- 
pect of doing much good. The number 
of scholars is 35. ‘The number of fa- 
milies belonging to the parish is 55; 
communicants 18; and baptisms, the 
last year, 13. 

The share which your missionary 
has had, under God, in producing these 
results, is to him a source of the high- 
est gratification, as well as of gratitude 
to that Being in whose hands he is; 
and he trusts the society who have em- 
ployed him in these labours of love, 
will derive, from a review of the part 
it has taken, a further confidence in 
the usefulness and importance of the 
institution. Its bounty has contributed 
to bless the people of Salisbury, and to 
establish, we hope, permanently there 
the institutions of our apostolic church, 
They will ever cherish an unfeigned 
gratitude for the aid it has received 
from your society, ‘and for the benefits 
it has received from the disinterested 
exertions of the Rev. Mr. Andrews, in 
effecting this pleasing result. This in- 
stance alone is sufficient to establish 
the high claims of your society to the 
patronage of all the sincere friends of 
our church, and to warrant liberal con- 
tributions to its funds. And your mis- 
sionary cannot but indulge an ardent 
hope, that the fair prospects of the so- 
ciety in Salisbury may not be suffered 
to languish; but that your society will 
still continue its aid, and for a little 
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time longer strengthen the hands and 
encourage the hearts of the members 
of our church in that place; when it is 
believed that the society there, having 
overcome their present embarrassments, 
will be able to provide for themselves, 
and in their turn replenish the funds of 
your society, from which they have de- 
rived so much aid. STEPHEN BEacn. 


REPORT OF THE BEY. R. WARNER.* 


Under the direction of the bishop, I 
visited the associated parishes of Sims- 
bury and Granby on the 29th of March, 
A. D. 1823. 

In Simsbury I immediately com- 
menced parochial duties. But in con- 
sequence of a temporary connexion bes 
tween the Rev. Mr. Samuel Griswold, 
of the eastern diocese, and the parish 
at Granby, I officiated there but two 
Sundays, (one in June and the other in 
August,) until the beginning of Decem- 
ber. Since which time, with very few 
exceptions, I have, by the grace of 
God, performed divine service, and 
preached alternately, on the first and 
third Sundays of the month at Granby, 
and on the second and feurth at Sims- 
bury. . 

When there have been five Sundays 
in a month, I have officiated on the 
fifth, either at Case’s Farms, Wetaug, 
Canton, Hartland, or Southwick, in 
Massachusetts. At all which places I 
have been cordially received, and have 
enjoyed the satisfaction of addressing 
large and attentive congregations. 

Notwithstanding the number of Epis- 
copalians at present constituting the 
parishes where I have the honour and 
the happiness to officiate, is compara- 
tively small and considerably dispersed, 
yet the churches are generally well ate 
tended—except when the weather is un- 
favourable to those who are sometimes 
denominated “ Fair-weather Chris- 
tians.” 

The parish of Simsbury, during my 
residence among them, have purchased 





* The Rev. Ransom Warner has received 
but little assistance from the society, and has 
not been considered in its service during the 
last year. He received some aid on his first 
visit to the parishes spoken of in this report ; 
and on this account we have t:ken the liberty 
to insert it in the journals. : 


a, 
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a convenient parsonage, made consider- 
able improvements on their glebe, se- 
cured their stipulated amount of the as- 
sessment for the increase of the bishop’s 
fund, and procured stoves for the church, 
and other convenient appendages. 

The parish in Granby have levied a 
tax for the purpose of repairing their 
house of worship; and have paid over 
their assessment for the increase of the 
bishop’s fund, according to an arrange- 
ment made with the Rev. Mr. Jewett, 
agent for that business. ‘The ladies 
have also furnished a table with has- 
socks, and elegantly cushioned a pew 
for the convenience and accommoda- 
tion of their clergyman. 

The ladies of Simsbury have done 
the same. 

All things considered, much has in- 
deed been done—much yet remains. 
A few names have been added to the 
church—a few souls, in a spiritually 
thirsty land, have tasted. the bread of 
life, and have seen that the Lord is 
good and gracious. 

A great door and effectual is opened 
unto me: but there are many adversa- 
ries. ‘Therefore, pray ye for me, that 
my strength fail not. 

Ransom WARNER. 

Simsbury, May 31, 1825. 


REPORT OF THE REV. A. STEELE. 


To the Right Rev. Thomas C. Brownell, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Conneciicut, 
and President of the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge. 

Ricut Rev. Sir, 


According to the directions given 
me, I proceeded to the eastern part of 
the diocese, and commenced my labours 
in the village of Pauquatanuck, in New- 
London county, about the middle of 
May, 1824. Here I found a destitute 
parish, formerly respectable, and one 
of the oldest in the diocese, but by a 
long series of discouraging events, now 
so much reduced, as scarcely to be able 
to number twelve families. Under these 
circumstances, as no other public wor- 
ship had been, for many years, regularly 
supported in the place, religion in 
general was in a very low state. On 
commencing my labours in this place, 
a Sunday school was immediately or- 
ganized, consisting of eight teachers, 
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and about 40 scholars, which was after- 
wards eminently blest to the edification 
of both teachers and children. By the 
regular ministrations of the church one 
half of the time, and the zealous exer- 
tions in the Sunday school, the influence 
of religion, under the divine blessing, 
soon began to revive, and the congrega- 
tion gradually increased in ‘number, 
piety, and zeal. 

After preaching, and making the ne- 
cessary arrangements in Pauquatanuck, 
I next proceeded to Jewit City, where 
there had formerly been an Episcopal 
society, but which, by the removal of 
most of its members, had for some time 
ceased to be operative. ‘The object of 
my visit to this place, was to revive, if 
practicable, the society; and to officiate 
there a part of the time. The house, 
erected professedly for Episcopal wor- 
ship,is very commodious, built of stone, 
but not yet completed. The shares in 
the building, formerly valued at $ 30 
each, are now principally owned by 
individuals of the congregational order ; 
a part of two families only remaining 
in the place, belong to our church. 
Here, in connexion with Pauquatanuck, 


I continued to officiate regularly for - 


about three months, until prevented by 
sickness; when the house became oc- 
cupied by a congregational society 
newly organized. 

In the meantime I visited the parish 
in Brooklyn, and preached twice to a 
small, but respectable congregation. 

On recovering from an illness of 
about four weeks, and’ continuing my 
labours at Pauquatanuck as before, I 
next proceeded to visit various other 
places, destitute of regular preaching, 
to ascertain whether some other society 
could not be organized, so as to connect 
with that in Pauquatanuck. Pursuing 
this plan, after visiting and preaching 
in several places, it was thought that 
Mystic, a flourishing village at the head 
of Mystic creek, would be the most 
favourable. Accordingly there, and at 
Pauquatanuck, I continued to officiate 
alternately during the remainder of the 
year. The congregation at Mystic, 


though mostly unacquainted with our 
service, was respectable, always atten- 
tive, and we trust, edified. 

These are the principal places which 
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your missionary visited ; and these con- 
stituted the field of his labours during 
his mission. 

Agreeable to this statement, I offici- 
ated in Pauquatanuck, inchuding ex- 
changes with the Rev. Mr. Paddock, 
26 Sundays, besides 8 times on other 
occasions ; in Jewit City, 6 Sundays; 
in Brooklyn, 1; inGlastenbury, 1; in 
Preston, at different places, 2, besides 
3 times on other occasions; in Mystic, 
11 Sundays; in New-London, in ex- 
change with the Rev. Mr. Judd, 2, and 
3 times on other occasions—in all, 63 : 
administered the ordinance of baptism 
to 15—4 adults, and 11 children; per- 
formed the burial office three times ; 
and that for matrimony, once. 

In relation to the present situation 
of the societies which your missionary 
has visited, he is glad to state that, on 
the whole, they are gradually improv- 
ing. The society in Jewit City, as was 
before observed, has for some time 
ceased to operate. Its members have 
mostly removed: the building remains 
unfinished : and another denomination 
occupies the ground. 

The society in Brooklyn, though 
much reduced in numbers, from recent 
divisions, is now apparently disposed 
to reconcile all differences, and to unite 
in the support of a minister a part of 
the time. 

The society in Pauquatanuck has 
now increased to about 20 families ; 
besides many others from other deno- 
minations, who contribute to its support. 
The zeal of some few in this society is 
rarely equalled. Among these, instan- 
ces of individual exertion and munifi- 
cence might be mentioned, which would 
fully testify the high value they set 
upon the ministrations of the church ; 
but their’s is that silent exertion which 
seeketh not to be known, and which 
finds its best reward in those treasures 
which they hope to lay up in heaven. 
Still, however, their means are small ; 
and they greatly need further assistance. 

Whether a society will finally be 
organized at Mystic, must depend on 
a due use of the appropriate means. 

On the whole, your missionary begs 
leave to add, that though his efforts 
have been more feeble, and the success 
attending them much less, than he had 
Vou. IX. 
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anxiously desired, and ardently pray- 
ed; yet for whatever success has at- 
tended them, there is to him abundant 
cause of thankfulness to the great Head. 
of the church, that such humble means 
have been in any way blest to the build- 
ing up of the waste places of our Zion. 
The low state of religion in many places 
which he visited, often afforded but 
a gloomy prospect—a prospect more 
gloomy than was supposed to exist in 
this diocese. By the blessing of God, 
these appearances, in some places, have 
in a measure been changed. And while 
in others their continuance furnishes a 
subject of deep regret, it furnishes also 
a strong argument for still further ex- 
ertions in their behalf. Here is mis- 
sionary ground, even within the bor- 
ders of our own state. Here isa “ field 
white already to harvest,” a field which 
calls loudly for active and zealous la- 
bourers. May the God of the hearvest 
raise them up and send them forth, as 
the necessity of the case requires. All 
of which is respectfully submitted to 
the consideration of the bishop, and of 
the society, by their servant in the 
ministry, A. STEELE. 
Hartford, June 1st, A. D. 1825. 


The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee: —The Rev. 
Tillotson Bronson, D. D. the Rev. Har- 
ry Croswell, the Rev. Daniel Burhans, 
the Rev. Nathaniel S. Wheaton, and 
the Rev. Reuben Sherwood. 


On motion by Mr. James M. Good- 
win, resolved, that the thanks of this 
convention be presented to the Rev. 
Mr. Gilbert, for his sermon delivered 
before this convention, and to the Rev. 
Mr. Judah, for his sermon delivered 


before the Society for the Promotion of . 


Christian Knowledge, and that copies 
of the same be requested for insertion 
in the Magazine. 


The committee appointed at the last 
convention, to collect and record the 
acts and proceedings of the convention, 
from its organization, made the follow- 
ing report :— 

The committee appointed to collect 
and record the votes and proceedings. 
of the convention, from the period of 
its formation to the present time, beg 
leave to report :— 

A2 
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That there is no book containing the 
proceedings of the convention, nor any 
manuscript records, from the first or- 
ganization of the church in this diocese, 
down to the year A. D. 1824. The 
only evidence in regard to the preceed- 
ings of the convention, consists of the 
printed journals. With the exceptions 
of the Rev. Philo Perry, and the Rev. 
Dr. William Smith, all those gentle- 
men who have discharged the duties of 
secretary of the convention, are now 
living. Were the proceedings of the 
convention transcribed into a suitable 
book, almost all of them could be at- 
tested by persons now living. No 
means have been provided for defray- 
ing the expense of procuring a book, 
and writing the votes and proceedings 
of the convention. The committee deem 
it of much importance, that the church 
should possess an authentic book of 
records of the proeeedings of this con- 
vention, to which they and posterity 
may safely resort; and they earnestly 
recommend the subject to the eonsider- 
ation of the convention, while the means 
are within their power. Ina few years 
u& may be too late. All which is re- 
spectiully submitted. 

Asuset Batpwin, 
Burrace Beacu. 
Hartford, June 2d, 1825. 


The above report was aecepted. 
The Rev. A. Baldwin, and Burrage 
Beach, Esq. expressed their willingness 
to undertake the labour of transcribing 
the acts, &c. of the convention. And 
thereupon, on motion by the Rev. 
Bethel Judd, the following resolution 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That this convention do 
appoint the Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, and 
Burrage Beach, Esq. a committee to 
record the votes and proceedings of 
this convention, from its organization 
to the present time, in a book to be 
furnished by the treasurer of the con- 
vention for that purpose. 


On motion by the Rev. B. Judd, 
resolved, That it be recommended to 
the wardens and vestry of the several 
parishes in this diocese, to provide a 
suitable gown for the use of the officiat- 
ing clergyman. 

Resolved, That the bishop be re- 
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quested to provide a suitable form of 
certificate of baptisms, confirmations, 
matrimony, and communion. 


The committee on the convention 
fund reported the following resolution, 
which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the several parishes 
shall annually pay to the convention 
fund at the rate of fifty cents on every 
one hundred dollars, paid to their re- 
spective clergymen as their annual sa- 
lary. 

On motion by the Rev. Mr. Hull, 
resolved, That the resolution of this 
convention, passed June, 1823, laying 
an assessment of fifty cents on every 
one hundred dollars of the salaries of 
their respective clergymen, together 
witlr the names of the parishes which 
have complied withsaid resolution, and 
of those which have neglected it, be 
read by the secretary. 

Resolved, That those parishes which 
have neglected to pay the assessment 
of 1823, for defraying the expenses of 
the convention, be requested to pay 
the same to the treasurer immediately. 


The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed officers of the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Christian Knowledge :— 

The Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, 
}D. D. LL. D. (ex officio) president ; 
the Rev. Tillotson Bronson, D. D. 1st 
vice-president; Hon. Samuel W. John- 
son, 2d vice-president; John Beach, 
Esq. recording secretary; the Rev. 
Harry Croswell, corresponding secre- 
tary; William M‘Crackan, treasurer. 

Directors.— The Rev. Daniel Bur- 
hans, the Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, the 
Rev. Asa Cornwall, the Rev. Truman 
Marsh, the Rev. Birdsey G. Noble, the 
Rev. Nathaniel 8. Wheaton; Burrage 
Beach, Esq. John L. Lewis, Esq. Sa- 
muel Tsdor, Hon. Seth P. Beers, Jirah 
Isham, Esq. John S. Peters, M. D. 
Daniel Putnam, Esq. Hon. William 
Moseley, Nathan Smith, Esq. Andrew 
Kidston, Joel Walter, Richard Adams, 
Jeremiah Hoadly, Calvin Butler, Esq. 
Lyman Bronson, James M. Goodwin, 
Gilbert Totten. 


On motion by the Rev. D. Burhans, 
resolved, That this convention regards 
with much satisfaction the revival of 
the Churchman’s Magazine, and re- 
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commends it to the general patronage 
of Episcopalians throughout the dio- 
cese. 

Resolved, That canons No. 3 and 
4, be, and they are hereby repealed. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
convention be presented to the presi- 
dent and secretaries, for their services 
during its session. 

Resolved, That this convention do 
adjourn, after prayers and the benedic- 
tion from the bishop. 

The convention accordingly adjourn- 
ed. 

From the report of the treasurer of 
the Society for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge, appended to the jour- 
nal of the above convention, it appears 
that the receipts of the saciety for the 
past year were $ 644 43, and the ex- 
penses $ 610 20); .and.that there is now 
a balance in his hands of § 362 26. 

From the report of the treasurer of 
the convention, it appears that the re- 
ceipts into the convention fund were 
$ 66 12. 

Canons passed in the above conven- 
tion. 


Canon :—Declaring the offences, for 
which a Clergyman may be brought 
lo trial. ‘ 


Disorderly and immoral conduct, 
vicious, or unseemly diversions, neglect 
of duty, disregard to the constitution 
and canons of the general, or state con- 
vention, a deviation from the rubrics, 
and disseminating, or countenancing 
opinions which are contrary to the 
doctrine of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, are offen- 
ces for which a clergyman may be 
brought to trial. 


Canon:—Of the marner in which a 
Clegyman shall be brought to trial. 


In order to bring a clergyman to 
trial before an ecclesiastical court, a 
charge shall be made in the first place 
to the standing committee, in writing, 
under the proper signature of at least 
two persons, one of whom shall be a 
presbyter of this diocese. And if the 
standing committee shall deem the of- 
fence charged, as coming witHin the 
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offences enumerated in the canons of 
the diocese of Connecticut, or of the 
general convention, they shall present 
the same to the bishop, in the following 
form :— 


To A. B. Bishop of the Diocese of 


Connecticut, 


The standing committee of this dio- 
cese respectfully represent, that C. D. 
has been accused, under the hand of 
E. F. and G. H. of [here recite the 
charge, or charges,] and the committee 
are of opinion, that there is sufficient 
ground for presenting the said C. D. 
for trial, agreeably to the canons in 
such case made and provided. 

[Signed by the standing committee. ] 


Whereupon the bishop shall summon 
nine presbyters to meet, at some time, 
not within ninety days, at some place 
within the county where the accused 


‘shall reside or officiate, for the time 


being; five of whom shall be sufficient 
to constitute a court for the trial of the 
charge, or charges. If more than five 
of the persons summoned shall appear, 
the accused may object to any indi- 
viduais over that number, at his own 
discretion. if no objection be made, 
the whole number present shall sit on 
the trial. 

The biskop shall forthwith give no- 
tice to the standing committee, of the 
time and place of the meeting of the 
eourt. And the standing committee 
shall act as prosecutors in the case; 
and at least sixty days before the trial, 
shall furnish the accused with a copy 
of the presentment—notice of the time 
and place of trial—and a specification 
of the facts on which they expect to 
maintain the charges. And the accused, 
at least thirty days before the trial, 
shall furnish the standing committee 
with a statement of the grounds of his 
defence, on each specification. 

At the time fixed for the trial, the 
members of the court shall choose a 
president from their own number, and 
a secretary, either from their own num- 
ber or otherwise, as they shall see fit ; 
and they shall, before they proceed, 
adopt and declare rules by which the 
trial shall be conducted: Provided, how- 
ever, that no layman shall act as ad- 
vocate for either party on the trial; 
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though both parties may, at their option, 
employ or consult legal or other ad- 
visers. 

If the accused shall neglect or refuse 
to appear, or to answer to the charges 
in the manner herein prescribed, the 
court shall order judgment to be enter- 
ed against him by default. But if he 
shall appear, the court shall proceed to 
a fair and impartial hearing of the 
whole matter, and shall adjudge him 
guilty, or not guilty, according to the 
evidence: and if guilty, the sentence 
which, iv their opinion, ought to be 
pronounced. 

The secretary shall keep a record of 
all the proceedings—containing a copy 
of the presentment—of the specifica- 
tions—of the notice to the accused, 
and of his answer—with a statement 
of all the evidence, both oral and writ- 
ten—and the final judgment of the 
court: and an attested copy of this 
record shall be forthwith delivered to 
the bishop.—If the judgment be not 
guilty, the bishop shall give a certificate 
of acquittal to the accused, embracing 
a copy of the presentment and specifi- 
cations: and the accused shall not be 
subjected to a second trial un the same 
facts. If the court judge him guilty, 
on one or more points at issue—the 
bishop may disapprove the judgment, 
and order a new trial, stating his 
grounds for such decision: or he may 
approve the judgment; and in that 
case he shall, within thirty days, pro- 
ceed to such ecclesiastical censure as 
the case may, in his opinion, require 
—whether it be admonition, suspen- 
sion, or degradation from the ministry. 

The clergy in the diocese of Con- 
necticut are 46 in number, including 
the bishop, and the congregations 74. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of a Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Maryland, 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Balti- 
more, June 1st, 2d, and 3d, 1825. 


THE convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp ; thirty- 
five presbyters; eight deacons; and 
thirty-seven lay delegates, representing 
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thirty-six parishes; and was opened 
with morning prayer, read by the Rev, 
John G. Blanchard, deacon, of St. 
Ann’s, Annapolis ; a sermon, preached 
by the Rev. Timothy Ciowes, LL. D. 
of St. Paul’s parish, Kent county, and 
principal of Washington college, Ches- 
tertown; and the administration of the 
holy communion by the bishop. 

The Rev. William E. Wyatt, D. D. 
was elected secretary, and Mr. Thomas 
Billopp, appointed assistant secretary. 

The bishop delivered the following 
address. 


My Reverend Brethren of the Clerzy, 
and Gentlemen of the Laity, 


I appear again before you, to give an ac- 
count of my official acts during last year, 
and to bring to your notice such occur- 
rences as may enable you to form a correct 
judgment of the condition of the diocese. 

Soon after the convention, on the 28th 
day of June, I passed over the bay into 
Cecil county, and on the next day conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God, 2 
new church, as parish church of St. Ste- 
phen’s parish. This is a beautiful little 
edifice, finished in the true style and man- 
ner of an Episcopal church, with 2 steeple 
and bell. The ladies too, have supplied 
it with a neat surplice. I preached the 
consecration sermon myself, and was as- 
sisted in the service by the Rev. Mr. 
Weller, the rector, and the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, of Shrewsbury. I also confirmed 
twenty-two persons. 

On the 30th, I preached in St. Ann’s 
church, near Middletown, and confirmed 
twelve persons. This church is in the 
state of Delaware, but in-as-much as there 
is no bishop in that diocese, and the Rev. 
Mr. Weller had visited the congregation 
and prepared them for confirmation, I 
agreed to perform that holy ordinance. 

The day following, I visited St. Augus- 
tine parish. The church is in a state of 
ruin, so that we held divine service in the 
vestry-room. I preached and earnestly ad- 
monished them to build a church, which, 
from the appearance of the country, and 
the respectability of the congregation, 
they seem fully able to accomplish. They 
have occasional services by the Rev. Mr. 
Weller. 

On the 7th day of July, I held an ordina- 
tion in St. Peter’s church, in the city of 
Baltimore, when Mr. H. Nelson Gray was 
admitted to the holy order of deacons. 
The ordination sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, and the candidate 
presented by the Rev. Dr. Wyatt. 

On the 13th of October, I ordained in 
St. Paul’s, Baltimore, Mr. John Claxton 
and Mr. John G. Blanchard, deacons. On 
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this occasion, I delivered an address my- 
self, and the Rev. Dr. Wyatt presented the 
candidates. 

I left Baltimore on the 20th day of Oc- 
tober, to visit the parishes in the seven 
counties of the Eastern Shore. On the 
following day, [reached White Haven, in 
Somerset county, and on the 22d, I preach- 
ed in Green Hill church, and confirmed 
six persons. The next day, I performed 
the same service in Spring Hill church, 
and confirmed nine persons. The Rev. 
Mr. Stone is rector of this parish. On the 
24th, being the Lord’s day, I preached, 
administered the Lord’s supper, and con- 
firmed ten persons in the church in Prin- 
cess Ann. 

On Monday I reached Snow Hill, where 
I performed divine service, preached, and 
confirmed ten persons. On the next day, 
I attended at St. Mary’s, Worcester coun- 
ty, performed the same services, and con- 
firmed thirty-two persons. Both these 
churches are under the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Stratton. 

On my return through Somerset county, 
I performed divine service, preached and 
confirmed ten persons at Dividing Creek 
chapel; and on the next day attended at 
Rhehoboth church, the parish church of 
Coventry. I confirmed only three persons. 
This parish had been vacant, since Mr. 
Stratton removed to Worcester county, 
but still a large number of the people 
seemed to be attached to the church, and 
@Dxious to have a minister. 

I finished my course of duty in this 
quarter of the diocese on the next day, 
by performing divine service at Moni, and 
confirming eleven persons. This church, 
and the church in Princess Ann, are under 
the care of the Rev. Mr. Somers. © 

In St. Peter’s, in the city of Baltimore, 
i held a confirmation on the fifth day of 
December, when thirty-two persons were 
confirmed. 

In my visitation of the parishes of Prince 
George’s county in 1824, in consequence 
of two rainy days, I missed St. Paul’s 
parish, of which the Rev. Mr. Gillis is 
rector. On the 7th and 8th of this month, 
therefore, I visited both the church and 
the chapel in that parish, and confirmed 
thirty-one persons. 

On the 22d of December, I held confir- 
mation in St. Paul’s, Baltimore, my own 
parish church, where nineteen were con- 
firmed. 

Early in the month of January, I visited 
St. Ann’s church in Annapolis, of which 
the Rev. Dr. Davis is rector, and the Rev. 
Mr. Blanchard assistant. 1 preached and 
confirmed ten persons. 

I ordained Mr. J. E. Jackson, a deacon, 
in Christ church, on the 3d of February. 
I delivered an adderss myself, and the 
yo gs John Allen presented the can- 
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On the 12th day of February, I set out 
to visit the churches in the district of 
Columbia. On the next day, being the 
Lord’s day, I preached in St. John’s, Wash- 
ington, under the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Hawley, when twelve persons were con- 
firmed. In the afternoon of the same day, 
I preached in the church of the Rev. Mr. 
Addison, in George-Town, and confirmed 
four persons. On the Tuesday following, 
I preached in Christ church, George- Town, 
then ander the care of the Rev. Mr. Mcll- 
vaine, and confirmed eight persons. And 
on Wednesday, I also preached in the 
church of the Rev. Mr. Allen, in Washing- 
ton, and confirmed twenty-two persons. 

On the 10th of April, ! held an ordina- 
tion in St. James’s, Anne Arundel, when 
the Rev. Thomas Jackson, rector of that 
parish, was admitted to the holy order 
of priests. The ordination sermon was 
preached by myself, and the candidate 
presented by the Rev. Dr. Davis. Nine 
persons were confirmed. As it was the 
Lord’s day, and several of the clergy at- 
tended, the congregation was very large, 
and the occasion highly interesting. 

The next day, I passed on to All Saints, 
in Calvert county, but the rector, Mr. 
Johnson, had never received my letters, 
and of course there were no preparations 
made, nor any notice given of my visita- 
tion. 

On the 12th, I preached, administered 
the Lord’s supper, and confirmed in Christ 
church in the same county. Eleven per- 
sons were confirmed. This parish is at 
present vacant. 

The next day I returned to All Saints, 
where, by the exertions of Mr. Johnson and 
his son, a pretty good congregation assem - 
bled. Twenty persons were confirmed. 
Here ends. my term of visitation for the 
year that is past; during which, under 
the Divine blessing, I have consecrated one 
church, visited twenty-two, and confirm- 
ed 303 persons. I have ordained four 
deacons and one priest. I have also en- 
rolled one candidate for holy orders. 

The Rev. Mr. McIlvaine has resigned 
his cure in George-Town, and removed 
from the state. He has been succeeded 
by the Rev. Horatio Nelson Gray. 

The Rev. Mr. Glover has given up St. 
Paul’s, in Queen Ann’s, and has been 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Peck—Rev. 
Mr. Somers has been appointed in Somer- 
set Parish, and the Rev. Mr. Carter, from 
Virginia, in Akakek, in Prince George’s 
county. The Rev. Mr. Blanchard has been 
appointed assistant minister in St. Ann’s, 
Annapolis, and the Rev. Mr. Claxton has 
had a call from Upper Marlborough. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Williams, from Pennsyl- 
vania, has been appointed principal of 
Baltimore college; the Rev. Mr. Cruise, 
from Delaware, has been appointed a pro- 
fessor in Washington college, on the East- 
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ern Shore, and the Rev. Mr. Cooper, from 
Kentucky, has assumed the superintend- 
ance of a private school in Anne Arundel 
county. 

The Rev. Mr. Parker, from Virginia, 
now acts as a chaplain to Crook’s manufac- 
tory, in Baltimore, and superintends a 
numerous and flourishing Sunday school. 

The Rev. Mr. James Lawrence Yvonnet, 
after finishing his theological course of 
study at the General Seminary, with high 
approbation, and having received deacon’s 
orders, visited St. Paul’s parish, in Queen 
Ann’s county, from which he immediately 
received acall. Desirous to see his pa- 
rents, before he should decide upon a 
settlement, he returned to the state of 
New-York; when, in a little time, he was 
num ered among the dead, and the church 
deprived of one of her sons, who for piety, 
learning, and talents, promised to be a 
useful and distinguished minister. 

These are the changes and settlements 
that have taken place among the clergy, 
during last year. The following remarks 
have been mide as well during this as 
former years, and { think it my duty to 
state them to the convention. 

In every church that [ have visited I 
have preached, and often performed the 
morning or evening service. I have also 
administered the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper and confirmation. In all parishes, 
however, in which the clergymen are 
priests, I shall decline administering the 
sacrament, although it will give me much 
pleasure to do it when the ministers are 
deacons, or when the parishes are vacant. 

Ihave also observed, with great regret, 
that the ante-communion service, as ithas 
of late been termed, is regularly omitted 
in many of our churches. That the com- 
mandments of God should be sounded in 
the ears of the people, with great solem- 
nity, every Lord’s day, is surely desirable. 
And while the portions of scripture select- 
ed fur the epistles and gospels, recognize 
and illustrate all the prominent articles of 
Christian faith, the prayers form a series 
of devotions through the whole year, which 
imply a sincere belief in the doctrines of 
the Gospel, as well as aspirations of heart, 
for its great spiritual blessings. And it 
is evident, that if men, under the perform- 
ance of the other services, could swerve 
from the doctrines of the church, they 
never could do so, if they sincerely and 
devoutly join in the devotions of the ante- 
communion service. Besides, it has been 
the opinion of some of the most wise and 
religious members of the church, that 
while this service is retained, the church 
can never materially deviate from the doc- 
trines of the Gospel. 

The rubrick, which directs the use of 
this service, it has been said, is equivocal 
and uncertain. This might be admitted, 
if we were not so happy as to possess, not 
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only the living testimony, but the written 
opinion of the presiding bishop of the 
church, who, in all the alterations and 
changes of the Book of Common Prayer, 
that were made at the organization of the 
American church, took a leading and in- 
terested part. In my judgment this is 
decisive, and sure I am, that the church 
can never condescend, with this opinion 
before her eyes, to wink for any Sength of 
time at such an irregularity. 

Should it be asserted, that sometimes 
a clergyman may be placed under such 
circumstances, as to render it indispens- 
able occasionally to practise some irregu- 
larities in the service, it is an unfair and an 
unwarrantable conclusion, that occasioral 
deviations sanction uniform irregularities, 
and particularly when the churches are at 
all times comfortable, and where the ser- 
vices and the usages of the church ought 
to be maintained in all their excellence 
and order. 

In virtue of the authority vested in me 
by a canon of this church, passed in con- 
vention in the year 1823, 1 issued a circu- 
lar letter, addressed to those clergymen, 
who were most convenient to vacant or 
decayed parishes. tn this letter, I re- 
qttested them to direct the attention of 
the members of the church to organize 
vestries, and manage the concerns of their 
parishes, so as to enable them to employ 
ministers, that they might enjoy all the 
advantages and comforts of divine wor- | 
ship, religious instructions, and the or- 
dinances and sacraments of the church of 
Christ. 

The returns which I have received en- 
able me to state to the convention, that 
there are some vacant parishes which, 
with proper regulations, might be made 
well able to support ministers; there are 
several decayed parishes, some of whieh 
might be induced to erect churches or 
repair the old ones, and provide for divine 
worship ; and there are large districts of 
country in which we have neither churches 
nor worship. In some of these, we have 
members who seem to manifest a disposi- 
tion to build churches. 

From this view of the condition of the 
churches in this state, it appears to me 
that two missionaries, one on the Eastern 
and another oa the Western Shore, might 
be profitably employed. 

I have also, during the last year, issued 
a pastoral letter, addressed to the mem- 
bers of the church, a copy of which I pre- 
sume most of vou have seen. Sti. I have 
reserved some copies for those who may 
not have received it. 

On the 27th day of July, I attended a 
meeting of the trustees of the General 
Theological Seminary, in the city of New- 
York. There were present on that occa- 
sion, the bishops of Pennsylvania, Connec- 
ticut, New-Jersey, and Maryland, with 
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trustees from the dioceses of Massachu- 
setts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland.—There were also clergymen 
from North-Carolina, South-Carolina, afid 
Georgia, together with several from the 
diocese of New-York, who were not trus- 
tees. The examination of the students 
began on the 27th, and continued on the 
29th. On the SOth, the commencement 
was held. The examination, and indeed 
all the exercises were highly satisfactory, 
and seemed to yield an overwhelming con- 
viction, that the school had already ob- 
tained a bigh character. A resolution was 
passed by the trustees to erect with all 
convenient speed, in the vicinity of New- 
York, suitable buildings for the institu- 
tion. 

The Rev. Mr. Croes, the agent for col- 
lecting funds for this seminary, has been 
zealously and successfully engaged in this 
business in Maryland for some months 
back. To those who are conscientiously 
bound to promote this institution, as hav- 
ing been established by the united wis- 
dom of the church—who think it the 
most likely way, under God, to raise up a 
learned and pious ministry, and to pre- 
gerve the unity of the faith in the bond of 
peace, this success is a matter of great 

oy and of sincere gratitade to that Being 
ta whom all holy desires, all good 
councils, and all valuable works do pro- 
ceed. Mr. Croes was obliged to retire 
sooner than he otherwise would have done, 
in consequence of a call from the vestry 
of the Monumental church, in Richmond, 
where his correct principles, his learning, 
talents, and piety, will render him highly 
useful to the church of Christ. 

Agreeably to a resolution of the last 
convention, the fund for the support of 
the Episcopate has been vested in United 
States stock, and the interest as it accru- 
ed, placed in the Saving’s Bank: of this 
fund a statement will be handed in to the 
convention. 

As long ago as the year 1802, the atten- 
tion of the church was drawn to the pub- 
lication of such tracts and other pieces, 
as would tend to give the members of our 
communion a more correct andenlightened 
knowledge of the doctrines, forms of wor- 
ship, and discipline of the church. A few 
years after, a book society was formed, 
which prblished and circulated many 
valuable pieces. These have passed away, 
but they have been happily succeeded by 
other valuable associations. The Prayer 
Book and Homily Society have published 
a beautiful edition of the Homilies, which 
we would be happy to see in every family 
—and likewise, distributed a very large 
quantity of Prayer Books. 

There also exists in this city, an asso- 
ciation of ladies, under the title of the 
Protestant Episcopal Female Tract So- 
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ciety of Baltimore, who bave with a great 
deal of zeal and judgment published and 
spread, particularly among the ignorant 
and careless, a laige number of useful 
tracts. 

Attempts, it is true, have been made to 
draw them into connexion with other de- 
ncminations. This in my judgment they 
have wisely declined. For 1 hold it to be 
impracticable, to bring on persons, after 
they are awekened to a sense of the dan- 
ger of sin, ord of the necessity of holiness, 
to a Christisn life, without an application 
of the ordinances and sacrsments of the 
church of Christ. Ard to give only one 
instance, there is no description of Protes- 
tants in the United States, with the ex- 
ception of the German Lutherans and 
Calvinists, that could join the Episcopa- 
lians in admonishing persons to come for- 
ward to confirmation. This I consider as 
placing the matter in the least exception. 
able view. But a number of other points 
might be mentioned in which conscienti- 
ous Episcopalians cannot now unite with 
their brethren of other denc minations. 

It has been said that the present time is 
remarkable for the manifestation of a dis- 
position in all professing Christians to 
unite. As to the disposition itself, where- 
ever it exists in sincerity and truth, it is 
highly praiseworthy. But the question 
is, how ought this disposition to operate ? 
Not, surely, in blending truth and error— 
not in confounding divine and human 
means—not in amalgemating the church 
of Christ with self-created societies: but 
in an honest and sincere investigation of 
truth, in such simplicity of heart in the 
sight of God, as to adhere to, and to ad- 
vance his kingdom, with all our powers— 
by an overruling respect for the word of 
God—by an ardent desire to premote the 
religion of Christ in its simplicity and 
divine excellence—unfeigned good-will 
towards our fellow-creatures, and with 
fervid zeal to promote their salvation ;— 
whenever these acquire a complete con- 
trol over our sentiments and actions, we 
shall soon be brought to glorify God with 
one heart and with one mouth. 

That Jesus Christ revealed only one re- 
ligion, and that he and his apostles estab- 
lished only one church, are positions not 
to be controverted. And although we 
would not venture to say how near our 
church approximates the divine model, 
yet there are certain things, of the correct- 
ness of which we are so confident, that 
we can never give them up. Our aposto- 
lick ministry—our incomparable liturgy 
—our system of doctrines drawn from 
Scripture, in conformity to the views of 
the church in her purest days—our sacra- 
ments in the simple character in which 
they were instituted by our blessed Lord : 
these are the pillars of our sacred fabrick, 
waich we can never suffer to be shskens. 
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And should others contend that they pos- 
sess these, although under different modi- 
fications, we are perfectly willing to suffer 
them to remain in peace, unless by fair 
and friendly discussion we can convince 
them of their errors. 

The instructions and the example of the 
apostles are surely to be followed in these 
things. St. Paul admonishes Timothy, his 
beloved son in the faith, to hold fast “ the 
form of sound words, which he had heard 
of him, in faith and love, which is in Christ 
Jesus.” And he tells him, “ that the ser- 
vant of the Lord must not strive, but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves, if God, peradventure, will 
give them repentance to the acknowledg- 
ing of the truth.” That sacred edifice 
which God has erected upon his holy 
hill, let us preserve in all its beauty and 
strength; nor let us imagine that we shall 
draw strangers in by defacing that beauty 
or lessening that strength, but by our 
prayers and by kind and affectionate treat- 
ment. That the Holy Ghost may dwell 
in our hearts and preside in our councils, 
we humbly pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our most blessed Lord and Saviour. 


On motion, resolved, that the reso- 
lution of the last convention, proposing 
so to amend the constitution, that in 
all elections of committees, by joint 
ballot, no member of said committee 
shall be elected unless he shall receive 
a majority of the votes of all the at- 
tending members, be ratified and con- 
firmed, and henceforth be considered a 
part of the constitution. 

The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :--Baptisms (adults 
8, children 207, not specified 784) 999 
Marriages 248—F unerals 466—Com- 
municants 2418. 

On motion, resolved, that the 4th 
rule of order be so amended, as to di- 
rect the appointment of a committee 
consisting of three clergymen, to ascer- 
tain the title of clergymen to seats in 
this convention, in addition to the com- 
mittee of elections already provided for. 


The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the Standing Committee :—the Rev. 
Henry L. Davis, D. D. the Rev. John 
P. K. Henshaw, the Rev. John V. Bar- 
tow, the Rev. William E. Wyatt, D. D. 
the Rev. Thomas Bayne, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Jackson, the Rev. George Weller. 


The committee on the state of the 
church offered the following report :— 
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The committee on the state of the 
church, to whom was referred that por- 
tion of the unfinished business of the last 
convention, which relates to the employ- 
ment of missionaries for the vacant pa- 
rishes, beg leave to report, that in their 
opinion it is inexpedient, if not irregular, 
to adopt the plan devised and reported at 
the last convention for this purpose, as 
they find, on reference to the journals of 
the convention held in Washington in 
1822,a missionary society for this diocese, 
auxiliary to the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of 
America, was established, and is still in 
existence, though it does not appear that 
it has ever been carried into operation. 
Believing that the articles adopted at said 
convention for the government of said so- 
ciety, may be rendered more acceptable 
to the great body of the diocese, and bet- 
ter calculated to promote the contemplat- 
ed objects, your committee beg leave to 
submit it again to the consideration of 
this convention, amended in the following 
manner :— 


CONSTITUTION. 


Artictre 1. This institution shall be de- 
nominated the Missionary Society of the 
Diocese of Maryland, auxiliary to the De- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 

Art. 2. The object of the society is to 
support and employ missionaries to supply 
with Christian ordinances such places 
within the diocese as may be destitute of 
a regular ministry. If there be any surplus 
funds after this object has been attained, 
they shall be transmitted to the parent 
society. 

Art. 3. This society shall be composed 
of all such persons as shall contribute by 
subscription, two dollars or more annually 
to the objects of the institution; and of 
such as shall contribute at once twenty 
dollars, which last contribution shall con- 
stitute them members for life. Members 
who pay fifty dolls -» at any one time, shall 
be denominated patrons of the society. 

Art. 4. The society shall meet annually, 
at the place in which the state convention 
shall hold its session, at five o’clock, P. M. 
of the first day of the session. A sermon 
shall be preached, and a collection made, 
in aid of the funds of the society, at such 
time and place during the session of the 
convention, as may be determined on at 
the annual meeting; the preacher to be 
appointed by the bishop. 

Ant. 5. The managers, together with 
the president, vice-presidents, secretaries, 
treasurer, and patrons of the society, who 
shall be, ex officio, managers, shall com- 
pose a body to be denominated the Board 
of Managers of the Missionary Society of 
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the Protestant Episcopal Church of Mary- 
land. They shall meet semi-annually, once 
in the city of Baltimore, and once in the 
place and at the time of holding the con- 
vention, and five members shall form a 
quorum. 

Arr. 6. The treasurer shall receive all 
contributions which shall be made to the 
society, and present a statement of his ac- 
counts annually, or oftener if required, to 
the managers. He shall not pay monies 


unless on an order from the board, signed - 


by the president, or in his absence by the 
senior vice-president, who may attend the 
meeting when such order is given. 

Art. 7. The bishop shall nominate, and 
by °-d with the advice and consent of the 
boara of managers, shall appoint such per- 
sons as may be deemed most suitable to 
fill the office of missionaries ; and the said 
missionaries shall, from time to time, re- 
port their proceedings to the bishop, who 
shail lay the same before the society, and 
also before the convention at their suc- 
ceeding annual meeting. 

Art. 8. The present convention shall 
elect, by ballot, the two vice-presidents, 
twelve managers, the secretaries and trea- 
surer, provided for by the 5th article, to 
act till the first stated meeting of the so- 
ciety. 

Arr. 9. It is recommended to every 
member of the society, to pray to Almighty 
God for his blessing upon its design, under 
the full conviction that unless he direct 
us in all our doings, with his most gracious 
favour, and further us with his continual 
help, we cannot reasonably hope either to 
procure suitable persons to act as mis- 
sionaries, er expect that their endeavours 
will be successful. 


Your committee, in addition to the 
above, beg leave to state, that on account 
of the little opportunity afforded commit- 
tees on the state of the church, as now 
appointed, to give enlarged views of the 
subject, always of importance—they there- 
fore respectfully recommend, that the 
standing committee appointed at each 
convention be the committee on the state 
of the church, whose duty it shall be, to 
have prepared for the consideration of the 
succeeding convention, such a statement 
of facts and observations as their peculiar 
opportunities, during the past year, may 
enable them to make; and that the paro- 
chial reports be afterwards submitted to 
them for the completion of their duty. 

All which is submitted. 


Upon this report Being read, it was 
unanimously resolved, that it be ac- 


cepted by the convention; and that. 


the constitution therein contained in 
its amended state, be the constitution 
of the Diocesan Missionary Seciety for 
the state of Marvland. 

Vor. EX. 
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The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed officers of the above society :-— 

The Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, pre- 
sident; the Rev. John P. K. Henshaw, 
Ist vice-president; Tench Tilghman, 
2d vice-president; the Rev. John V. 
Bartow, corresponding secretary ; .Ro- 
bert Neilson, recording secretary; Pe- 
ter Hoffman, treasurer. : 

Managers,— The Rev. William E. 
Wyatt, D. D. the Rev. Timothy Clowes, 
LL D. the Rev. William Hawley, the 
Rev. John Johns, the Rev. George 
Weller, the Rev. Charles Mann; Eze- 
kiel F. Chambers, Francis 8. Key, 
Noah Ridgely, Samuel I. Donaldson, 
George Shaw, E. G. Woodyear. 


The committee on accounts offered 
the following report, which being read, 
was accepted by the convention :— 


The committee on accounts report to 
the convention, that they have examined 
the several accounts laid before them, and 
find that under the authority of the reso- 
lution passed at the last convention, there 
has been invested by the bishop and se- 
cretary in the United States six per cent. 
loan, the sum of § 502 28 cents—there 
has been deposited in the Savings Bank of 
Baltimore, the sum of $ 69 67—and there 
is now in the hands of a broker to pur- 
chase stock, the sum of $ 367 50. They 
further report, that there was received at 
the last convertion, on account of the con- 
vention fund, the sum of § 198, and by 
the secretary at a subsequent period the 
sum of § 15, on account of the same fund 
—that there was paid for printing the 
appendix to the journal of 1823, the jour- 
nal of 1824, stationary, &c. the sum of 
% 137 74, leaving a balance in favour of 
that fund of $ 75 26, which has been ap- 
plied towards paying the balance due the 
treasurer of $ 117 41, as per former re- 

crt. 

All of which is submitted. 

CHARLES C. AUSTIN, 
WILLIAM DONE, 
GEORGE WARNER. 


There weré reported, as-received . 
from the several parishes, , 
For the Bishop’s fund - 359 00 
For the Convention fund 219 50 


On motion resolved, that it be, and 
it is hereby earnestly recommended to 
the rectors and vestries of the different 
parishes in this state, to form societies 
auxiliary to the Mission:ry Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Maryland. 
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On motion, resolved, that it be re- 
commended to the clergymen of the 
several parishes in the diocese, that an 
annual sermon be preached in the dif- 
ferent churches, in aid of the mission- 
ary society. 

The usual routine of business being 
accomplished, and the convention about 
to adjourn, the bishop rose in his place, 
and requested the attention of the house 
to a few observations which he was 
desirous of making. 


*Wfy Reverend Brethren, 
and Gentlemen of the Laity, 


So great has been my satisfaction in 
observing the manner in which the busi- 
ness of this convention has been transact- 
ed, that [ cannot refrain from expressing it 
before we part. The spirit of accommoda- 
tion that has been manifested by all, and 
the desire to lay aside party feelings and 
party distinctions, have produced a degree 
of unanimity which I have not often seen 
exceeded in any of the meetings of this 
body. And sure [I am, my beloved bre. 
thren, that nothing more is wanting to 
give full effect to the institutions and ordi- 
nances of our holy religion, than that we 
should persevere, “with one heart and 
one faith,” in endeavouring to advance the 
glory of God, and the prosperity of the 
church. In all your studies, and in all 
your labours, bear in mind the great price 
which the Divine Head of the church paid 
for its redemption; the great glory and 
happiness which await both those who 
devoutly hear, and those that faithfully 
preach ; and the sacred efficacy of the 
means which are provided to assist us in 
our undertaking. And, inasmuch as we 
are at all times liable to be assailed by 
the devices of sin and Satan, let us “ put 
on the whole armour of God,” and strive 
to carry on the work for which our Lord 
came upon the earth, “' by approving our- 
selves in all things us the ministers of 
God,” “ by pureness, by knowledge, by 
fong-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned.” If in cultivat- 
ing these principles, and discharging these 
duties, we should meet “ with honour or 
dishonour ;—if through good report or 
evil report,” we are called to sustain our 
principles as Christians, and as clergymen 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church—-let 
us not be too much elated by the one, or 
depressed by the other The divine con- 
solations, the holy precepts, and the rich 
proinises of the Gospel, must always more 
than compensate for any trials which our 
obligations to the church can impose upon 
us. But always remember that to those 
only who persevere in righteousness, the 
crown of life is promised. The concilia- 
tory principles and deportment which now, 
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during a period of tranquillity in the 
church, hi ve had the approbation of your 
judgment and conscience, must not be 
laid aside, should Providence permit per- 
plexities and difficulties at any time to 
occur. Even the cause of Christ, the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary, and the moral im- 
provement of our fellow-men, must not be 
udvanced by artifices crouked and dark, 
by tempers disingenuous and perverse, or 
by any means at variance with established 
divine and human regulations. “ Ifa man 
strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned 
except he strive lawfully.” It is not only 
when the elevated principles and benevoe 
lent institutions of our holy religion enjoy 
popular favour, that they ure entitled to 
our regard and support: but “ endurin 
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ,” 
we must oppose, where our station de- 
mands it, the corrupt opinions and practic 
ces of the world, with meekness, yet not 
without decision; with zeal, and yet not 
obtruding ourselves ‘‘as busy bodies in 
other men’s matters;” in all things “ look- 
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith.” Remember that in matters of 
religion it is our office to guide, and not 
to fullow public opinion; and that the 
doctrines of the cross, as they are set forth 
by our church, which is “ built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor- 
ner-stone,” cannot be modified to suit the 
wayward prejudices, the wild enthusiasm, 
or the love of novelty «nd innovation, 
which characterize the age. 

May God’s watchful providence, my 
beloved brethren, accompany you to your 
several homes; and in all the changes of 
life, and in all its trials, may his Holy 
Spirit be fitting you to “enter that eter- 
nal rest, prepared in heaven” for us all, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 


On motion, resolved, that this con- 
vention express their grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the president for his ad- 
dress, in the sentiments of which they 
cordially concur; and that he be re- 
quested to furnish the secretary with a 
copy of the same for insertion in the 
journal. 

After uniting in singing a hymn, and 
in a concluding prayer, the convention 
adjourned sine die. 


The clergy of the diocese of Mary- 
land, are the bishop, 44 presbyters, 
and 10 deacons. 


——— 

Meditation —Make God the first and 
last of all thy actions : so begin that thou 
mayest have him in the end, otherwise I 
doubt whether it had not been better that 
thou hadst not begun, Bp. of Peterborough. 
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{n our note to correspondents of last month, 
we acknowledg:d the receipt from a friend 
of the Universal Review for November, 
1824, containing « review of the Sermons of 
Bishop Hobart. We now insert that inter- 
esting article, which is understood to be 
from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Nares, a pro- 
fessor yn the University of Oxford. 


Sermons on the principal Events and Truths 
of Redemption. To which are annexed, 
an Address and Dissertation on the State 
af the Departed; and the Descent of Christ 
into Hell By Joun tlenny Honan, 
D. D. Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
the S:ate of New York, Professor of Pas- 
toral Thevlogy and Pulpit Eloquence in 
the General Theological Seminary, und 
Rector of Trinity Chureh, and St. Paul’s 
and St. John’s Chapels, in the City of 
New-York. 2vols.8ve.- London. Riv- 
ingtons. 1824. 


We have transcribed the title-page of 
this work at length, that the reader’s at- 
tention may be drawn to it, by a considera- 
tion of the distinguished stations and ap 
pointments held by the learned author 
on the other side of the Atlantic, The 
sermons of a professor of pulpit eloquence 
alone would be novelties in their way; 
but the learned author is, it seems pro- 
fessor also of pastoral theo'ozy, a ntinister 
of churches and chapels, and a bishop. The 
style and manner of his sermons, there- 
fore, are but secondary considerations, 
even as the productions of a professor of 
pulpit eloquence; the doctrinee must be 
examined, if we would form a right judg- 
ment of ais fastoral theology and episcopal 
competency; and in the two last particu- 
lars it happens that the publication comes 
before the world in the shape of an appeal, 
and we think a very interesting one; it 
would be doing an injustice to the bishop 
not to state it in his.own terms. The 
following, therefore, is the substance of 
the short preface which accompanies these 
volumes. 


“The publication of Sermons, in England, 
by an American Clergyman, may require ex- 
planation. 

“It being deemed necessary by his friends, 
that the author of these Sermons should enjoy 
arelaxution from the duties and esres of an ex- 
tensive diocese and perish, and for this pur- 
pose should visit Kurope, he followed the ex- 
ample, as he presumes, of most elergymen 


under such circumstances, and took with him , 


some Sermons; not with any in‘ention of pub- 
lishing them, but in order to be prepared to ex- 
ercise the functions of his ministry, in. any case, 
should the state of his health admit, in which 
this duty might reasonably be expected from 
him. On his arrivalin England, he found that, 
in various publications, some of them exten- 
sively circulated, the charge is alleged against 
the great body of the Bishops and Clergy of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, of not faithfally inculeating 
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the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel; and 
the suthor is ranked ‘sy name among those 
who are represented as thus neglecting thé 
great essentials of religion, and insisting chiefly 
On ils mere externals. 2 

“* While he disclims the justice of the charge 
#8 it respects his bnethren, he has felt it his 
duty, being thus publicly and particularly im- 
plicated, to vindicate himself from one of oe 
most serious imputations which can be urg 
against «Christian minister. And to this course 
he was also wompted uy an earnest desire, 
that, ss a Bishop of the American Episcopal 
Church, he should not appear to have departed 
trem the doctrines of the venerable Church of 
England, to whom that churels is ‘indebted, 
under God, for her first foundation, and for & 
long continuance of nursing care and protec- 
tion. 

* The most effectual mode of afcemenenis 
these objects, he conceived, would be the pub- 
lication of Sermens, which in the course of 
duty, 48 a parochial minister, he preached to 
the congregations of which he has the charge.” 


“It is an i! wind,” says the old proverb, 
“*that blows nobody good ;” and we ma 
apply this wise but homely saying, wit 
great justice, to the case before us. The 
evil report raised against the transatlantic 
tench, has, we think, wrought not only 
some good, but great good, to the British 
public; for in the multiplicity of books 
daily, we might perhaps more truly sa 
hourly, issuing from the press, we will 
venture to say, few could compete with 
the present publication: it is truly the 
work of a Christian Protestant bishop ; 
does honour to a professor of theology; 
and abounds, as far as language goes, in 
what we should esteem to be, pulpit elo- 
quence. 

We ought to observe, that most of the 
discourses are appropriated to the several 
Sundays, fasts, or festivals of the church, 
and almost invariably, therefore, embrac- 
ing some point of doctrine, intermixed 
with the finest moral lessons, reduced to 
the standard of genuine Christianity. The 
importance of these discourses, of which 
our limits prevent us from giving many 
specimens, may be judged of from their 
titles, and the occasions on which they 
were written. . 

Thirteen whole sermons we must pass 
over, abounding with striking passages ; 
and begin our extracts with the following 
remarks in the fourteenth, as containing 
something new to us, though we do not 
propose it as an example of what we 
should call the author’s peculiar style. 
The fourteenth sermon of the first volume, 
is upon the transfiguration, from Matthew 
xvii 1—5; and in enumerating the “ seve- 
ral ends which were intended to be an- 
swered by” this stupendous event, the 
author makes the following judicious and 
able observations. 





* Pretace to the Book of Common Prayer 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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“1. We learn from the account which the 
Evangelist St. Luke gives of this transaction, 
that Moses and Elixs, who appeared unto the 
Apostles, talking with our Saviour, ‘spake of 
his decease, which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. Hence we may conclude, that one 
object of this transaction, was to impress on h:s 
discipies the certainty of the event, which they 
were so reluctant to believe, the decease of 
their Master, his sufferings and death at Je- 
rusalem. 

* Reluctant indeed were they to receive 
these humiliating truths. In common with 
their blind and sensual countrymen, they drew 
a picture of the Messiah, only from those parts 
of the prophetic writings, which exhibited him 
as the Priuce and Ruier of Israel, a King com- 
ing in the majesty and power of his father Da- 
vid, to achieve deliverance for,his people, and 
to establish, as they supposed, the temporal 
dominion of Israel over all the earth. ‘Chey 
never suffered the Justre of this picture, so 
flattering to their national pride, and so gratify- 
ing to their ambition, to be darkened by shades 
drawn from those parts of the prophecies, 
which represented this glorious and conquering 
Messiah, as ‘ a man ef sorrows, smitten, wound- 
ed, bruised; led as a lemb to the slaughter, and 
making his grave with the wicked” Slow of 
heart, theretore, were they to believe Christ, 
who claimed to be their Messiah, when he told 
them of his sufferings, that ‘ by wicked hands he 
should be taken, crucified, and slain.” When- 
ever this gloomy scene was opened to them, 
their language, directly or impliedly was, ‘That 
be far from thee, Lord; this shall not happen 
to thee” But when the three disciples heard 
Moses, their revered lawgiver, and Elias, the 
chief among their prophets, talk with their 
Master, not concerning his power, his victories, 
his triumphs, but his ‘ decease at Jerusalem,’ 
they could no longer doubt that both the law 
and the prophets had decreed that the Messiah 
should suffer, should be ‘ cut off for the sins of 
the people.’ 

** 1]. Not only were the disciples thus con- 
xineed of the certainty of the death of Christ; 
‘but by the exhibition of his glory at his trans- 
figuration, they were reconciled to this event. 

* Was ita Lundilinting reflection, that their 
Messivh, their Deliverer, and King, should suf- 
fer an ignomimious death? Did the scandal of 
the cross offend them? Unreasonable must 
these feelings have appeared, when they found 
that persons sv glorious, and who stuod so kigh 
in thew estimation as Moses and Elias, instead 
of being disgusted or offended at the contem- 
plated sufferings of Christ, selected them as 
the subjects of their conversation with him on 
the Mount. The splendid change also which 
they beheld in his person, must have tended 
to elate and to gratify them; and thus to re- 
eoncile them to his sufferings. For they must 
naturally have concluded, that a personage 
who thus interested’ heaven in his behalf; 
whom celestial lustie encircled; whom the 
voice trom the cloud of glory bailed, ‘ This is 
my beloved Son;’ could wever be crushed by 
calamity ; but that he would submit for a time 
to suffer, only that he might finally conquer, 
and that his glory might burst move resplen- 
dent from the gloom, which for a while over- 
cast it. 

“111. In the eveats of the transfiguration, 
we behold also a striking attestation both of 
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the Divine mission, and of the Divinity of 
Christ. 

“ Moses and Elias would never have been 
permitted to visit the earth, to hold converse 
with animpostor. Had Christ falsely pretend- 
ed to be sent from God, instead of being sur- 
rounded with the effulgence of divine glory, 
we should have expected to see him smitten 
with the lightning of heaven; instead of the 
voice from the most excellent glory proclaim- 
ing him to be the Son of God, begotten and 
beloved of the Father, the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, we 
should have expected to hear the thunder of 
Divine vengeance bursting upon him. Moses 
and Elias coming from the abodes of the blest, 
to held converse with Christ; his glorious trans- 
figuration by the power of God; the voice from 
the cloud, saying ‘ This is my beloved Son;’ all 
these strikingly prove the Divine mission, and 
Divinity of Jesus. They were those signs from 
heaven, which, distinct as a specics of evidence 
both from miracles and prophecy, concur with 
these in establishing the Divine claims ot Jesus 
of Nazareth. These were facts of which those 
were eye-witnesses, who, in opposition toevery 
worldly motive, sealed their testimony to them 
with their blood; and which testimony we have 
displayed in those writings, which every age 


has revered as a record of the life and actions 
of Christ and his Apostles,” 


The author proceeds to show, that the 
transfiguration also afforded a display of 
the glory of Christ as the Judge of the 
world; that it tended to establish the im. 
mortality of the soul, the resurrection of 
the body, and the final rewards of the 
righteous, to show the mild epirit of the 
Gospel dispensation, and to establish the 
supreme claims of its author, in whom 
were fulfilled the law and the prophets, 
to hemage and obedience. But into the 
particulars of these sections we cannot 
enter. It is impossible for us to follow 
the learned author minutely through so 
much as one of his very numerous dis- 
courses ; for they are all, if not of equal, 
yet certainly of similar importance ; and 
we cannot properly attempt more than to 
give specimens both of his matter and his 
style. We proceed therefore now to tran- 
scribe a few of those particular passages, 
which may serve, in a short compass, to 
display his eloquence; though so many 
pages present themselves to our notice, 
that we must confess we find mueh diffi- 
culty in the selection. 

The “ delay of repentance” is so common 
a subject for the pulpit, that it must be 
to the language alone we must look for 
any peculiar force or novelty of expres- 
sion. The following has struck us as 
particularly animated and good. 


“But should God, in his infinite merey, 
vouchsafe to you the gracious admonitions snd 
ais of his Holy Spirit; and, notwithstanding a 
perverse continuance in sin, keep alive those 
sensibilities ty goodness, those apprehensions 
of Divine justice, those desires for the Divine 
favuur, which at some future periodmay urge 
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you in earnest to return to him; yet consider 
the magnitude of the work to be performed, 
and you will be satisfied how much delay in- 
creases the difficulty of performing it. The 
business of salvation is too important to be 
allotted to a short portion of our time; it 
should engross our life. Not merely to shed 
over the recollection of our guilt the tears of 
sorrow, and in contrite confession to implore 
mercy; bat utterly to forsake and renounce 
our sins: not merely with superficial and occa- 
sional homage to address Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour; but to embrace him in all his offices, 
with an enlightened and steadfast faith. Not 
merely to abstain from some of the grosser acts 
of sin; but to be purified from all iniquity: not 
merely to exhibit the exterior of decorum, but 
to be ‘ renewed in the spirit of our minds.’ 
Not merely to observe some of the command- 
ments and ordinances of God; but ‘to walk in 
all his commandments and ordinances blame- 
less.” Not merely to obtain the mastery over 
some one sinful passion; but te ‘ crucify’ them 
all. Not merely to display some one virtue; 
but to exhibit all the graces of the Spirit; ‘ to 
add to our faith virtue, and knowledge, and 
temperance, and patience, and godliness, and 
brotherly kindness, and charity.” Not merely 
to perform occasionally some one deed of piety 
or mercy, but to abound in all the fruits of 
righteousness. ‘This is the work of tiie Chris- 
tian; a work immensely great in itself, and 
rendered more difficult from its opposition to 
many powerful propensities of our nature, and 
to the temptations which constantly asszil us in 
the world. 

“It isa warfare in whichthe most formi1- 
able enemies must be overcome, to gain a 
triumph. It isa race in which every power 
of the soul must be incessuntly and vigorously 
excit d, to obtain the prize. The triumph 
cannot be gained, nor the prize won, but by 
courage, resolution, watchfulness, zeal, per- 
severance. And is this a work to be delayed ? 
a work which requires the whole period of a 
life; is it to occupy only a portion, and that 


perhaps only a small portion of it? a work - 


which requires the exertion of all our faculties 
in their highest vigour ; shall it be deferred to 
the time of sickness or old age? The period 
of sickness and old age, when sinking nature 
requires to be enlivened by the hopes, and 
fortified by the consolations of religion; is that 
the’ period in which the soul can sustain the 
sorrows and pangs of repentance? when her 

wers are enfeebled by infirmities of the body, 
a decaying companion, and by long continued. 
exertion; is that the time to engage in the 
high exercises of faith? in a contest with those 
tempt: tions, which, from having often seduced 
us, have become our masters; with those pas- 
sions, whieh often. indulged, have usurp: d do- 
minion over us! Alas! fatal may prove. this 
delay. The business of salvation is the business 
of the present moment: postpone it, it may 
never be performed.” P. 378—380. 


There is no object more common in the 
pulpit than “ the resurrection of the 
dead,” and yet the following passage 
seems to us to be powerful and original. 


“ The resurrection of the dead is not then 


impossible. he unalogy of nature and reason 
renders it probudie. 


** All nature exhibits a resurrection, The 
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glorious luminary of the day:sinks into the 
night of the grave, and again rises to run his 
joyous race. Summer hastens, to bury her 
uxuriance in the cold sepulchre of winter. 
Nature dies, and is entombed. But again she 
lives, and grows, and flourishes, #nd sheds forth 
her beauties in the morn-of spring. The seed 
that is sown in the earth, reis, and apparently 
perishes; but it revives, and sends torth its 
vigorous shoots, yielding sustenance, diffusing 
fragrance and delight. 

** And is mzn, the noblest of the works of 
God, to know no resurrection? Is the sun of 
his being never to rise from the night of the 
grave ? Are his joys extinguished in the gloom 
of winter, never to feel the reviving freshness 
of spring? And less favoured even than the 
seeci that is cast into the earth? -Is his mortal 
pert never to escape from the embrace of cor- 
ruption? There is no consistency in nature, 
no consistency nor justice in its Author, if there 
be not a resurrection of the dead. 

“For why should he connect with a soul 
that is to live for ever, a body which so soon 
perishes, and lives not as long as that of many 
of the beasts of the field? Why should he 
have connected this body with the soul, by ties 
80 intimate and tender, that the agony of death 
only can rend them asunder, if the separation 
is to be for ever? And why is the body, which 
has shared with the soul her joys and sorrows, 
and has been the instrument of her virtues and 
her vices, for ever to leave its spiritual com- 
panion the moment she is entering that final 
state of being, where her virtues are to be re- 
warded in the perfection of her joys, and her 
vices to be punished in the filling up of the 
measure of her sorrows? The analogy of rea- 
son and nature seems torequire, that the body, 
like the soul, should live for ever. 

“ But what the nature of the thing, and the 
knowledge and power of God, prove possible ; 
what the analogy of reason aud nature suggests 
to be foorenys revelstion renders certain. 
Open those oracles which God has given as a 
light to our footsteps through this vale of dark- 
ness, as our guide to the bright scenes of a 
future world; and we shall find the truth so 
triumphant and consoling, that ‘ our corrupti- 
ble shall put on incorruption, and onr mortal 
immortality,’ confirmed beyond the possibility 
of doubt. It was this prospect of a glorious 
resurrection that shed the beams of joy, or the 
shades of sorrow, that enveloped the «fflicted 
Jov. ‘1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth; and though after my skin, worms de- 
wey this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 

* With the hope of a resurrection, Isaiah 
covsoled the afflicted people of Israel. * Thy 
dead men shall live, together with my dead 
body shall they arise ; awake and sings ye that 
dwell in the dust: for thy dew is as the dew of 
the herbs, and the eartl. shall cast out her 
dead.’ 


“ By the mouth of the prophet Hosea——” 


But we must stop; it is impossible to 
pursue the matter further with any jus- 
tice to the author; for the whole sermon 
cannot be transcribed ; and our object in 
the present extr.cts is merely to show, 
that upon subjects the most common to 
the pulpit, the language of the learned 
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professor has in it feeling, energy, and 
fluency. 

We must hasten to the second volume, 
which is entirely appropriated to the high- 
est doctrines of Christianity, in sermons 
for Easter, Whitsunday, Trinity-Sunday, 
and Christmas. After the ninth sermon, 
indeed, as we are told in a short advertise. 
ment, “ All that follow, with the excep- 
tion of the last, relate to the doctrine of 
the Trinity generally, and particularly to 
the personality and offi-es of the Son and 
Holy Ghost, as set forth in the Nicene 
creed,” p. 131. And we think we may 
Safely say, there are few discourses ex- 
tant, in which these sublime mysteries are 
treated in a more misterly manner. The 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth ser- 
mons in particular, on “the Son, the 
Creator and Ruler of the worlds,” on “ the 
Word,” and of “Christ in the form of 
God,” are exceedingly impressive. We 
shall select one of these discourses, as a 
specimen of the learned bishop’s talents 
in the handling of such important points ; 
and we shail fix on the fourteenth, it being 
almost a paraphrase of that extraordinary 
passage of Scripture, the commencement 
of St John’s Gospel, i 1—14. This sec- 
tion he divides into the following distinct 
parts, as subjects for discussion. 

Che person spoken of, who is Jesus 
Christ. 

His pre-existence from all eternity. 

The title. bestowed on him, and the 
declarations concerning him, establishing 
his divinity. 

The exercise of his divine power in the 
oreation of the world. 

The testimony to his incarnation. 

His advent in the flesh. 

His divine glory and his exalted offices. 

His reception in the world. 

The blessings which he bestows. 

The learned author observes, that the 
consideration of so many particulars in 
the compass of a single discourse, must 
necessarily be brief. Nevertheless there 
is not one of them, on which he has not 
made some pertinent and important re- 
mark, not merely illustrative of the mean- 
ing of the Evangelists as understood by 
ourselves, but in reply to the strange per- 
versions of Socinians and Unitarians. We 
shall advert chiefly to that point, which 
is selected as the particular title of the 
sermon itself, “ The Worn.” 


* In this passage,” (says the author, p. 298) 
there is a person spoken of, and this person 
is Jesus Christ. 

* it certainly would not occur to any reader 
of this passage of Seripture, who had not a 
favourite theory to support, that by the term 
transiated the WOR), was denoted not a per- 
son, ut merely an attribute of the Deity; his 
infinite wisdom, that perfection of reason which 
distinguishes the sup-eme and eternal cause of 
-all things. Ard yet this opinion has been ad- 
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vanced by some of the opposers of Christ’s di- 
vinity. ‘hey generally however admit, that 
by the Word, in the original, the Lo os, is 
meant not an attribute of Deity, but a distinct 

erson; and that this person is Jesus Christ. 
his construction is indeed the dictate of com- 
mon sense; for the WORD is represented as 
existing, as possessing attributes, as performin 
operations. The Word ‘ was’ the * Wor 
was God,’ the Word * was life;’ the Word 
* all things were made ;’ the Word * came’ in- 
to the world ‘ to his own,’ was made flesh, 
and ‘ dwelt among us.’ ‘These modes of ex- 
pression prove that the Word was a person. 
And if a person, none deny that by the Word 
is meant Jesus Christ, of whom Jolin came to 
bear witness, and to whom the Apostle obvi- 
ously applies in this chapter, all that he has 
said of the Word. 

“ fhe Wor! then being a person, and this 
person Jesus Christ, we deduce from this pas- 
sage the pre-e.ristence of Christ from all eter- 
nity. For the Apostle says, ‘In the begin- 
ning was the WORD’ The phrase ‘ in the 
beginning,’ does sometimes denote the come 
mencement of the ministry of Christ; as where 
it is said, ‘ Jesus knew trom the beginning who 
they were that believed not,’ John vi. 64. But 
how annatural and foreed the Socinian con- 
struction, which considers the expression, ‘ In 
the beginning was,’ «s denoting, ‘In the conr 
meneement of his ministry, or of the Gospel 
dispensation, Jesus Christ was.’ Does not the 
Apostle, throughout the whole passage, speak 
of a time previously to the commencement of 
his ministry, when ‘ all things were made by 
him,’ when ‘the world was made by him,’ 
when ‘he came into the world? 

“lt must be evident that the Apostle, whe 
was a Jew, writing for the informatiow of his 
counirymen, when he used a term known to 
them, would employ it in the sense in which 
they understood it. Now it is a fact, not ad- 
mitting of dispute, and which has been estab- 
lished by reference to Jewish Commentators, 
that the title, ‘ the WORD,’ was used by them 
to denote a divine person. They affirm of this 
word of the Lord, the titles, attributes, and 
acts, which they attribute to Jehovsh, and con- 
sider him as the Messiah. ‘The Evangelist St. 
John therefore, employing the same title, must 
have used it in the same sense in which it was 
understood by the Jews: and therefore apply- 
ing this term to Christ, he designed to estublish 
his divinity. 

“ We sec then the fallacy of the assertion 
male by the opponents of Christ’s divinity, that 
the Evangelist borrowed this appellation, ‘ the 
Word,’ frei heathen writers. The Platonic 
school of philosophy, indeed, held a Trinity of 
persons in the Gedhead, and styled the second 
person the Logos, or Word. But so far from 
the Evangelists having derived this appellation 
from the Platonic writers, it must be treed 
from them to that more ancient school, whence 
both they aad the Evangelists derived its appli- 
eation—the school of the Jewish commenta- 
tors; many of whom flourished before the age 
of Platonic philosophy. ‘he mystery of the 
Trinity, and the divine Logos or Word, dic 
not erise from the mystical reveries of Pla- 
tonism. it wasthe faith of the Old Testament, 
of the ancient Jewish church ; and the Evan- 
gelist St. John, in applying to the Messias the 
term Loros, or Word, used aterm well known 
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to his countrymen, to denote a divine person, 
and that person the Messias.” 

*¢ The incarnation of the WORD is an- 
other of those sublime truths set forth in this 
passage.’ The Word was made Sesh’—in- 
comprehensibiy united to our whole nature, 
soul as well as hody; ‘flesh,’ signifving by « 
figure which puts a part for the whole, our 
entire nature. ‘T'ru/y God, and not according 
to the Arian doctrine, God only in an inferior 
and subordinate sense, he became perfectly, 
and not according to the dpollinarian heresy, 
only in appegrance, man. And man as well 
as God in intimate union; and not divided as 
the WVestorians maintiined—and yet though 
both God and man in one person, the natures, 
thaugh united, were yet not contounded; 
which was the Eutychian heresy. These were 
the heresies which, in the century immediatel 
following the third century, assailed the trut 
which the Apostle declarés concerning the in- 
carnation of the Word; and against which the 
first four general councils of the Christian 
Charch, with singular unanimity, maintained 
that doctrine which had been handed down 
from Apostles and Fathers, and which is em- 
bodied in the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, 
and drawn out with great precision in the 
latter.” 


We must confess we are always glad 
when such allusions as the above are made 
to the ancient heresies, in explanation of 
our two supplementary creeds, if we may 
so call them, the Nicene and the Athana- 
sian, for they can only be vindicated, es 
they should be, from the cavils of the 
profane, by such references to the pages 
of ecclesiastical history, with which we are 
disposed to think, such cavillers, though 
they generally speak and write upon the 
subject with the most barefaced confi- 
dence, are very little acquainted. If aay 
person were disposed to amuse an English 
populace, by turning into ridicule any 
ancient profane composition, they might 
very possibly succeed, if they were totally 
to keep out of sight the history of the 
times, to which such composition might 
be said to bear a relation; and there is 
nothing of which we are more assured, 
than that that which is called the Athana- 
sian creed, has suffered in this way. The 
Nicene is secure from such attacks, though 
still dependent on the historv of the times 
in which it was composed; but even the 
Athanasian is exceedingly intelligible to 
those who are well versed in the history 
of the Arian, Apollinarian, Sabellian, Nes- 
torian, and Eutychian heresies; though 
for those who know nothing about the 
latter, it may be very easy to make it 
appear contradictory, and even ridiculous ; 
so eusy indeed as to require no great share 
of wit or ingenuity—quite the contrary— 
the caviller needs but a proper share of 
ignorance and impudence to obtain an 
apparent triumph over the orthodox; but 
an apparent triumph to those who make 
their appeal only to persons as ignorant 
and impudent as themselves, is as good 
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as a real triumph. It is only the few who 
are capable of treading in the steps of our 
very able transatlantic bishop, that can 
properly appreciate the true merits of 
the case; he seems to understand the 
creeds as we understand them, having 
read what we have read, and knowing 
their precise history in regard to times 
and circumstances, as well as to the doc- 
trines which they inculcate. 

We wish our limits would allow us to 
transcribe the fine conclusion of the sere 
mon we have taken in hand. But all the 
sermons are eloquent, even where they are 
learned, and though the points discussed 
are often such as might be expected al- 
most to preclude the flights of genius. 

We shall conclude with a short abstract 
of the contents, to be collected from the 
heads or titles of the several discour-es, 
amounting in all to as many as fifty-five, 
independent of the very learned disserta« 
tion annexed, On the State of the Depart- 
ed, &c. &e. 

In the first volume there are thirty-two 
discourses, adapted to the several Sune 
days, from wdvent to Easter, including 
one, and certainly a very beautiful one, 
on the New-Year, a topic which is in some. 
sort resumed in the two next sermons, 
on the true Estimate, Shortness, and Un- 
certainty of the present Life In these 
discourses the Coming of the Messiah, 
the Time of his Appesrance, the calling 
of the Gentiles, and all the subjects, that 
may be held to be connected with the 
festivals of the Advent and the Epiphany, 
are ably handled, as pointe of doctrine, 
which every Christian should “ know and 
believe to his soul’s health.” The Lent 
sermons, as might be expected, have more. 
to do with the moral duties of man, the 
necessity of repentance, and dangerous 
neglect of the Gospel-call to that indise 
pensable qualification of a true believer, 
The Passion and Resurrection occupy the 
last six sermons in this volume, and are 
certainly upon a par with all that precede 
them. 

The second volume resumes the subject 
of Easter, and continues the course of the 
church festivals and holy seasons to Trini« 
ty-Sunday. It will be easily comprehend. 
ed, that though the learned author may 
have had sufficient opportunity to express 
his own opinions upon the leading doc- 
trines and duties of Christianity. he may 
not have been able to go so largely into 
the discussion of certain controverted 
points, as a writer of his acuteness and 
research might desire ; but we are almost 
tempted to say, that as far as he has gone, 
he has so fully satisfied our minds, as to 
muke us conceive that every question has 
been thoroughly discussed He has, we 
think, in these two very valuable volumes, 
done enough most effectually to wipe 
away the aspersions to which he alludes 
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in his preface, and which cannot be re. 
newed, with any propriety, while Bishop 
Hobart continues to support the character 
which the publication of these discourses 
must, we conceive, abundantly secure to 
him. 





fs the hope that it will prove both in- 
teresting and useful, we insert the follow- 
ing :— 

An Inaugural Address delivered before 
the Medical Society of the county of 
New-York, on the 8th day of August, 
1825. By Joun Onpervonk, Pre- 
sident of the Society. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ir is with much diffidence, yet with 
sentiments of unfeigned gratitude, that 
I accept the honourable office to which 
you have elected me. With diffidence, 
because I have not been accustomed to 
preside over public bodies; because I 
find on the list of your former presi- 
dents, those who have been among the 
most eminent and most distinguished 
of our profession ; and because I see in 
our present circle, not a few who are 
making honourable advances towards 
the same distinction; and with grati- 
tude, for your placing me in so high a 
seat of professional dignity in the first 
city in our land. With a great distrust 
of my ability to serve you in this ex- 
alted station, I feel, however, an entire 
confidence in your indulgent co-opera- 
tion in promoting the usefulness of our 
society. 

On an occasion like the present, it 
might perhaps be expected that I should 
offer you some remarks professionally 
useful, or at least professionally enter- 
taining; but, with me the ardour of 
youthful inquiry is past; and I have 
so long directed my medical studies 
and reflections into the one channel of 
practical utility, rather than into that 
of argument or disquisition, that I re- 
frain from such topics. Allow me then 
to advert briefly to a different subject ; 
one which should never be forgotten by 
us, and the importance of which strikes 
me with a deeper impression as I ad- 
vance in years. I mean the religious 
character of our profession. 

The relief of misery and the remedy 
of pain, are the great practical objects 
of mercy; anda mercy no less than 


divine was engaged in this exalted func- 
tion, for the eternal benefit of mankind. 
The same divine mercy condescended 
to minister to the temporal calamities 
of our nature, to those calamities which 
it is our business to assuage or remove, 
Hence we find the Saviour occupied in 
healing the sick - and were his miracles 
counted, more of this kind would pro- 
bably be found than of all others. In 
this fact we perceive the highest honour 
of our profession ; and without detract- 
ing from the encomiums due to another 
profession which we hold in reverence, 
we may say of ourselves, that we are 
“ fellow workers with God.” We imi- 
tate the divine example in soothing mi- 
sery, and removing pain; and we ad- 
minister the “ medicine” which God 
himself “ giveth to heal their sickness.” 

If such is the honourable office we 
sustain under the supreme government 
of Providence, it seems but proper and 
consistent that we should feel the tie 
by which, not only personally, but pro- 
fessiunally, we are bound to the Great 
Physician. The view of a skeleton, 
with all its admirable mechanism, con- 
verted an ancient member of our fra- 
ternity from atheism. In our day, we 
have a far more extensive development 
of the wisdom displayed in the human 
fabric, and of course a much stronger 
argument to avoid the error of the 
skeptic. 

But besides this, I would present to 
the physician of Christian feeling, the 
moral reflection to be drawn from the 
very nature of his duties, as one of the 
most touching arguments for the benig- 
nity of Him, of whose providence he 
is the agent. Nay, I would extend that 
argument from these lesser divine mer- 
cies, to the greater mercies which await 
the Christian, when disease’ and pain 
shall be no more. 

In the hope, gentlemen, that these 
remarks will not be accounted unpro- 
fessional, I now enter on the office you 
have assigned me, in the full trust that 
the kindness which has elevated me to 
this seat, will make allowance for any 
imperfections in the discharge of its 
duties. J trust also, that as we are as- 
sociated not only by law, but by kin- 
dred professional feelings, and for the 
public good, our society will ever be 
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distinguished for unity, and an harmo- 
nious co-operation of its members in 
the great objects for which it was form- 
ed. That our opinions should always 
be coincident, is not to be expected ; 
but as opinions are often mistaken, and 
the human judgment always fallible, we 
ought not, in these respects, to be over 
tenacious; and if we are mutually can- 
did and forbearing, the spirit of unity 
will not fail to be predominant. 

Let us hope that nothing will occur 
to mar the happiness, or to check the 
usefulness and respectability of our so- 
ciety. And let me entreat you, gentle- 
men, to uni/e in the great work of pro- 
muting order and harmony. Accom- 
plish this, and you will preserve self- 
respect, and secure the confidence of 
an enlightened community. 











For the Christian Journal. 


St. Luke’s Church, Rochester. 


Tut new building known by the above 
name was opened, for the first time, for pub- 
lic worship, on Sunday, the 4th September. 
Morning prayer was celebrated by the Rev. 
Dr. Rudd, of New-Jersey ; and a sermon 
delivered by the Kev. F. H. Cuming, from 
1 Chron. xxix. 1. ** The palace is not for 
man, but for the Lord God.” There were 
at least 1000 persons present, both morn- 
ing and afternoon. 

This building is 72 feet in length, and 
53 feet wide, constructed of stone. The 
style of building is Gothic, which has been 
rigidly observed in every particular : there 
js not an ornament about it which is not in 
accordance with this kind of architecture. 
It has been observed by strangers from 
different parts of the Union, that we have 
not a house of worship in the country 
which presents a more imposing front. 
The main part of the front is of hewn 
gray stone, from Auburn; the two cor- 
ners of the tower, and the two corners of 
the body of the house, are of red free 
stone; as are also the water-table, the 
caps, sills, and jambs, of the windows and 
doors. The two windows in the tower are 
most strikingly beautiful, containing a 
proper number of spandrels and branching 
mullious, and ornamented with the rich- 
est and most delicate tracery. Around 
the arch of the first of these, handsomely 
cut in the stone cap, is the name of the 
church, with the year of its erection. The 
tower is 16 feet square, projecting 5 feet 
beyond the body of the church, and rising 
to the height of 90 feet. This is finished 
at the top with 8 pinnacles, connected by 
a castellated or embattled balustrade. A 
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similar balustrade, with similar pinnacles 
at each corner, runs around the roof of 
the whole house. This, the door and win- 
dow frames, the cornice, and indeed all 
the wood-work, have been m«de so strong- 
ly to resemble the red free stone, by a 
process termed smalting, as to require 
very close inspection to discover that there 
is any thing but stone about any part of 
the exterior. The arrangement of the in- 
terior, either as it respects convenience, 
elegance, and the economizing of the room, 
could not be improved. When we speak 
of it in this way, we only reiterate what 
has been said by gentlemen from New- 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Charleston, and other places. The pulpit 
and desk consist of a number of delicate 
Gothic arches of open shell-work, behind 
which, in rich folds, is a drapery of dark 
blue silk velvet. Of this all the hangings 
and cushions about the desk and pulpit 
are made. While speaking of the desk, I 
ought not to omit the mentioning of the 
superb Bible which lies in it. It is one of 
the celebrated Cambridge edition, importe- - 
ed into this country by T. & J. Swords, and 
by them most splendidly bound. The chan- 
cel is in the form of an oval, placed in front 
of the desk, and so arranged, that, though 
sufficiently large, it takes up but little 
room, while it gives a clergyman sitting 
in it, a good opportunity to see the one 
who may be in the pulpit. Another excel- 
lent arrangement of this chancel is, that 
the person who may be officiating in the 
desk, does not stand within the chancel. 
For the communion table, there is an Ita- 
lian marble slab, resting on four gilt and 
bronzed legs. The baptismal font is of the 
purest alabaster, placed on a pedestal of 
Italian marble. The gallery is supported 
by large cluster columns, painted in imi- 
tation of light blue variegated marble, 
thus forming a most agreeable contrast to 
the dead-white with which all the other 
part of the interior of the church is painted. 
The colouring of these columns has been 
most faithfully executed: a better imita- 
tion we need not look for. The ceiling of 
this church is finished with intersectin 

vaulted or groined arches, eres | 
with stucco-work. There is no profusion 
of ornament any where about the build. 
ing: you discover nothing in it that would 
be called extravagant, nothing that gives 
it a tawdry appearance: elegance, neat- 
ness, and (for a Gothic building) simpli- 
city, are its obvious characteristics. It 
stands upon a spot where, a few years 
since, the trees of the forest were per- 
mitted to grow undisturbed. It was erect- 
ed by a congregation, small as yet in num- 
bers, and composed for the most part of 
those who, till within a very short period, 
were strangers to the forms and principle 
of the church. Their enterprize, zeal, and 
liberality, have rendered vain the preilic- 
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tions, the envy, and the efforts of many, 
and, by God’s blessing,. produced results 
which the most sanguine of the friends of 
the church hardly dared to anticipate. 
** Not unto us, not unto-us, but unto thy 
name, O Lord, be the praise !” Co— 








From the Gospel Advocate fur October, 
Convention of the Eastern Diocese. 


Tue convention of this diocese was held 
in St. Paul’s church, Boston, on Wednese 
day the 28th, and Thursday the 29th days 
of September. At the opening of the con- 
vention, prayers were read by the Rev. 
James Morss, rector of St. Paul’s church, 
Newburyport, who also assisted the Right 
Rev. Bishop Griswold in the administra- 
tion of the communion; and a sermon was 
delivered by the Rev, Salmon Wheaton, 
rector of Trinity church, Newport, Rhode- 
Island. The sermon will hereafter be pub- 
lished in the Gospel Advocate. 

The Rev. Alfred L. Baury, rector of St. 
Mary’s church, Newton, was chosen secre- 
tary of the convention, in the place of the 
Rev. Titus Strong, who declined a re-elec- 
tion. The standing committee for the 
diocese, the ensuing year, is composed of 
the Rev. Messrs. Nathan B. Crocker, rec- 
tor of St.John’s church, Providence, Rhode- 
fsland, the Rev. Charles Burroughs, rector 
of St. John’s church, Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire, the Rev. Petrus 8S. Ten Broeck, 
rector of St.Paul’s church, Portland, Maine, 
and the Rev. Abraham Bronson, rector of 
the churches at Arlington and Manches- 
ter, Vermont, of the clergy; and of John 
Howard, Esq. Salem, Stephen T. Northam, 
Esq. Newport, Rhode-Island, and James C. 
Merrill and Joseph Head, Esqrs. of Bos- 
ton, of the laity. 

At the second sitting of the convention, 
a pastoral address was. delivered by the 
bishop, which will app:ar in the Gospel 
Advocate; and to evince the satisfaction 
with which it was received, and to extend 
the circulation of a document well calcu- 
lated to be useful, liberal provision was 
made fer its publication in a separate form, 
for distribution. 

The next annual convention of the dio- 
cese is to be holden in St. Michael’s church, 
Bristol, Rhode-Island. 


—— omemrwmn 


Return of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


Ocr readers will anticipate us, when, 
with emotions of the liveliest joy, and 
the most devout gratitude, we record the 
return to his native country, since the 
publication of our last number, in a re- 
newed state of health, of the Right Re- 
verend Bishop Hobart. ‘Fhis auspicious 
event, the fulfilment of so many ardent 
wishes and hopes, and the kind and fa- 
vourable answer to so many fervent pray- 
ets, occurred on the evening of the 12th 
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of October. The bishop arrived in the 
packet ship Canada, Capt. Rogers, from 
Liverpool, after a passage of forty-two 
days. The circumstance was announced 
in many of the publick prints in this city, 
in a manner indicative of the interest 
which it excited im the community at 
large, and especially in that portion of it 
which is spiritually connected with the 
bishop. The most ample account, how- 
ever, is the following, from the New-York 
American of October 18th. 


“ Return of Bishop Hobart.—It will be 
sincerely gratifying to the numerous dis- 
tant friends of Bishop Hobart, to know 
that his reception, after his long absence 
in search of health, has been ali that the 
most affectionate and respectful attach- 
ment to him would dictate. His landing, 
owing to the vessel having come immedi- 
ately up to the city, without agg any 
time for the preparations which the clergy 
and others had designed for his reception, 
was entirely private, and known to buta 
very few friends who happened to be pre- 
sent. No sooner, however, was his arrival 
ascertained, than the greatest joy was ma- 
nifested throughout the city, and the ut- 
most anxiety to pay him the respects due 
to his official’ character and individual 
worth. ‘The very numerous visits which 
he has. received, have evinced the lively 
and affectionate emotions of gratitude and 
joy on his happy return, and the very great 
improvement of his health. On the Friday 
following his arrival, the Episcopal clergy 
ef the city generally, and many others, 
whose hearts shared their emotions of pi- 
ous gratitude to the Author of all good, 
met the bishop in St. John’s chapel, where 
he attended the services of the day, which 
included the singing of the J’e Deum, and 
of the other anthems in the morning prayer, 
and the special thanksgiving ‘for a safe 
return from sea.” After prayers, as we 
are informed, an interesting and affecting 
interview took place in the vestry-room, 
between the bishop and the clergy. On 
Sunday last, the bishop resumed the ex- 
ercise of his public duties in Trinity 
church, by preaching an appropriate dis- 
course, and administering the holy com- 
munion. The immense and highly respect- 
able congregation by which he was wel- 
comed on this interesting occasion, must 
have been peculiarly gratifying to his feel- 
ings, as evidence of his continued interest 
in the public esteem and affection. The 
Episcopal clergy of the city generally, and 
many from the country, who had arrived 
to attend the convention, were present, 
either during the whole of the services, 
or after the discharge of their respective 
morning duties, to unite with their bishop 
in the eucharistic office. Having ourselves 
heard the sermon, and deeming this an 
occasion which may justify a departure 








November, 1825.] 


from the reserve that we have studiously 
maintained in our columns respecting re- 
ligious exercises, we may be permitted to 
say, that we have never listened to a dis- 
course more strongly marked with sound 
and just views of national polity, of pa- 
triotic feeling, and Christian benevolence. 
Taking for his text a portien of that beau- 
tiful psalm in which the captive Israelites 
bewuil their lost country, and are made*to 
exclaim, ‘If 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
my my right hand forget her cunning,’ 
&c. kc the bishop very naturally applied 
these reflections to those which long .ab- 
sence in strange lands had -suggested ‘te 
his own mind: and taking occasion thence 
to glance summarily at the moral, :politi- 
cal, and religious condition of the nations 
among whom-he had -sojourned, .and to 
contrast them with ‘his.own, ‘he exclaimed 
with all the warmth of a-patriot, tempered 
indeed, and subdued by the humility of a 
Christian, that .in all and each of these 
scenes, whether amid the ruins of impe- 
rial Rome, or surrounded by:the comforts, 
the luxuries, and the greatness, moral, in- 
tellectual, and physical, of England, he 
still preferred his-own ‘dear native land,’ 
and was proud of her institutions, her cha- 
racter, and above all, of her complete civil 
and religious freedom. He also spoke of 
himself, and of the debt of gratitude ‘he 
owed to his kind flock, that had enabled 
him by their munificence thus to bring 
back, with restored health, the fruits of 
enlarged observation; and ‘he thanked 
them in accents of the most manly and 
unaffected sincerity. ‘The discourse was 
altogether one which those who heard will 
not readily forget, and which, ‘for the be- 
nefit of those who did not, as well as for 
the sake of sound principles soundly in- 
culcated, we hope to-see in:print.” 


In the same ‘paper of October 22d, and 
in the New-York Evening Post of the 
same date, appeared a brief account of 
the convention of this diocese, which was 
held a few days after the bishop’s arrival. 
We republish that from the Post. 


8‘ For the New-York Evening Post. 


“ Messrs. Eprrors, 

“ The interest naturally felt throughout 
the diocese of New-York on the subject of 
Bishop Hobart’s return, will, I am confi- 
dent, render peculiarly gratifying to a very 
large number of your readers, and unac- 
ceptable to none, some account of the 
convention which has recently been held. 
It was visited by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Croes, of New-Jersey, and the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell, of Connecticut. The 
number of clergy who were present as 
members or visitors, was about 80 or 90, 
and the lay-delegates about the same num- 
ber; being probably the largest assembly 
of the kind that has ever been held in this 
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country. This meeting, after so long and 
anxious a separation, between the bishop 
and his clergy and the lay representatives 
of his diocese, ‘was an event deeply inter- 
esting and affecting. In the full glow of 
affectionate feeling which it could not but 
inspire, the bishop detivered an address 
to the convention, which was heard with 
a'fixedness of attention, a.depth of inter- 


-est, and a liveliness of sensibility, pro- 


bably never surpassed in any body of hear- 
ers. A committee, consisting of the Rev. 
Dr. Reed, the Rev. Dr. 1. VU. Onderdonk, 
‘the ‘Rev. Dr. Wainwright, Richard Hari- 


“son, Esq. Judge Emott, and Judge Duer, 


‘was appointed to draft and report resolu- 
tions.responsive ‘to the bishop’s address. 
The resolutions, as.reported, were adopted 


‘by the convention, without a dissenting 


voice. The address and resolutions will 
appear, of course, in the journal of the 
convention. Not doubting, however, that 
their immediate publication will be high] 
acceptable, copies of them are herewit 


‘sent. With respect to the latter, it is pro- 


per to observe, that in a diocese consisting 
of nearly one-fourth of the whole number 
of clergy and Episcopalians in the United 
States, it is not to be expected that there 
should be a perfect accordance in every 
point of religious policy. And though it 
is well ‘known, that particularly in one 


‘question of this nature, with respect to 


the mode of distributing the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to general and indiscriminate 
associations for religious purposes, there 
were some ‘members of the convention 
who do not agree with their diocesan; 
yet such was their strong and warm ap- 
probation of the other particulars con- 
tained in the resolutions, and of their ge- 
neral tenor, that they made no opposition 
to the cordial assent which was given to 
them by the great body of their brethren. 


“BISHOP HOBART’S ADDRESS. 


“It is with feelings which truly it is 
not in my power to express, that I again 
find myself in the midst of you—do let me 
thus call you with no common emphasis 
—my beloved brethren of the clergy and 
laity. Thanks to God for that protecting 
providence which has brought me to you; 
and who graciously enables me to enjoy 
the delightful satisfaction of seeing my 
clergy assembled, without the alloy, that 
death has taken away any of their valued 
number. ‘We mourn indeed the affecting 
stroke that has removed from the sphere 
of ministerial usefulness on which they 
had entered since my departure, some 
young servants of our heavenly Master, 
who were, in every view, of the highest 
promise. 

“But [again press to the bosom—I have 
felt it—of mutual affection; aguin take 
with the hand of warm congratulation, 
the clergy whom I had left, whom I had 
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often seen in this sacred place. I knew 
not their full hold en my heart, till I was 
separated from them, and again united to 
them. [ also see the revered and honoured 
laymen whom [ have been and am proud to 
call my friends, to denominate them with 
an appellatio» that still more endears them 
to me—the friends of the church; the Zion 
whom they and Lought, and I trust do su- 
premely love; not as the mere religious 
party with which we are fortuitously cast, 
but as the depository and dispenser of the 
truths of salvation. 

** The assembling on these occasions of 
the laity, to aid and support their bishop 
and their clergy in those ecclesiastical 
measures that fall within their province, 
I have ever considered as, under God, 
one of the best securities of the union 
and prosperity of our church—one of the 
strongest pledges that she enjoys the con- 
fidence of her members, and a powerful 
earnest of and excitement to all those ex- 
ertions by which that prosperity is to be 
secured. 

“Welcoming, most cordially welcom- 
ing, from these considerations, to these 
ecclesiastical meetings, my brethren of the 
laity, long may we be gratified by their 
presence. 

** But my heart delights to think that 
their present assemblage I may regard in 
some degree as an evidence of the affec- 
tionate interest which they take in their 
bishop; in one who, proud, unaffectedly 
and deeply proud of every manifestation 
of their attachment, now recalls many, 
many periods in which he has been aided 
by their counsel, strengthened, powerfully 
strengthened by their support, animated 
by their confidence, and solaced by their 
friendship. 

** My brethren of the clergy and laity, 
my feelings would fain pour out them- 
selves in words, but truly—there is no 
affectation here—words do not come ade- 
quate to my feelings of respect, of affec- 
tion, of gratitude; yes, gratitude for your 
confidence, for your kind estimation of my 
services, for your indulgence to mv fail- 
ings, for the sympathetic and deep in- 
terest and prayers that marked my de- 
parture and my absence, for the heart- 
cheering greetings that welcome my re- 
turn 

“But I can say, and I must say that I 
honour, that I esteem, that I love you. 
And do, I beseech you, carry with you to 
yourcongregations and your fellow-church- 
men, the expressions of my gratitude for 
all the interest which, in various ways, 
they have so strongly manifested for their 
absent bishop. 

* Tell them that he comes grateful 
indeed, for hospitalities and attentions 
abroad, and admiring much that he has 
seen, especially in the land of his fathers; 
but prizing all that he left behind, more, 
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he would almost say, infinitely more than 
when he went away; loving his church as 
the purest and the best, however as yet 
humble among the churches of Christen- 
dom; and why should he not, for once in 
his life, mingle with his public acts as a 
Christian bishop, his sentiments as a citi- 
zen, loving his country as the best and the 
happiest, because the freest upon earth: 
tell them that he comes with renovated 
desires to serve them—to do his duty 
to the beloved diocese of which he has 
charge. Of that diocese, to say the least, 
so important in the general relations of 
our Zion, it delights him to know that, 
during his absence, harmony, and zeal, 
and delicate attention to his supposed 
wishes and feeling, marked all your united 
and separate measures. It delights him 
to find so many evidences of its prosperity 
in the numerous representations which al- 
ready meet him, of persons to be confirm. 
ed, of new congregations to be visited, 
and of new churches to be consecrated. 
And above all it delights him to know, 
that with zeal for all those externals of 
our church, which God has made the safe- 
guards of her spiritual principles—those 
great principles which constitute the Gos- 
pel which tiat church professes in its 
greatest purity, the power of God unto 
salvation, are the animating guides of the 
public instructions of the clergy, and I 
humbly hope, duly prized by the people 
to whom they minister. 

“Even if the period since my arrival 
had been long enough for the purpose, 
the circumstances following that arrival, 
of which you must be aware, have so ex- 
cited and engrossed my feelings as not to 
admit of my gaining that information 
which would enable me to present to you 
in detail the state of the diocese, a grati- 
fication to which I look forward, God will- 
ing, at some future opportunity. 

“The business of the missionary de- 
partment has, during my absence, been 
conducted with great ability by the com. 
mittee to whom it is confided. 

‘I must, however, earnestly press, from 
a conviction of its supreme importance, 
your zealous and persevering efforts to 
keep up and increase the missionary fund, 
by means of which the truths and ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, as professed by our 
church, have been dispensed to so many 
who were destitute of them. The duties 
of the standing committee also, which my 
absence increased, have been most ably 
discharged. Nor let me omit for myself, 
and I am confident for you, the warm ex- 
pression of gratitude to several of my bre- 
thren of the Episcopacy for their services 
in this diocese, and especially to my long 
known and valued brother of the diocese 
of New-Jersey, for the numerous official 
acts which with so much cordiality and 
ability he has performed for his absent 
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brothe. They will long live in our affec- 
tionate remembrance. 

‘© My heart has been often with my dio- 
cese, and particularly on those interesting 
occasions when my venerable father and 
brethren of the Episcopacy assembled 
here on the concerns of our General The- 
ological Seminary ; which institution, since 
its organization on its present correct and 
impzrtial principles, by which provisions 
may be made for theological education ade- 
quate to the wants of the whole church, I 
had hoped would have engaged the united 
and cordial co-operation of every diocese, 
as it had done on a memorable occasion, 
the prayers and the acts of its highest ec- 
clesiastical assembly; and of which—and 
on this point I shall say no more—as the 
great hope under God of our Zion, and 
one of the principal bonds of its unity, I 
have been, through some evil report, its 
zealous, and I think, consistent advocate. 

“ One thing more, brethren of the cler- 
gy, and especially of the laity, (for, en- 
gaged as they are in the business and 
cares of the world,) to them the admoni- 
tion particularly applies—continue to love 
your church, as maintaining and profess- 
ing the faith once delivered to the saints, 
the ministry and worship of apostolic and 
primitive times—display your affection by 
devoting, as opportunity offers, your ta- 
lents, your influence, your time, and for- 
get not also, the wealth with which Pro- 
vidence has blessed you, to her extension 
and prosperity. But let me deeply impress 
on you how utterly vain will be all our 
affection, all our exertions for our Zion, 
unless, through the agency of the divine 
Spirit, its sacred truth, and ministration, 
and services, come with that power on our 
hearts and lives which redeems them from 
all unholy desires, sanctifies them after 
the divine image of purity and goodness, 
and produces the fruits of righteousness 
and peace. 

‘Then, and then only, shall we pass 
through this Zion. below to the more 
blessed Zion above, where, in all the 
powers and the feelings of our nature, we 
shall find the perfection of truth and the 
fulness of felicity. God grant of his in- 
finite mercy in Christ, brethren, that there 
we may meet and abide for ever.” 

* The following resolutions, having been 
reported by the committee, were adopted 
by the convention ; Bishop Hobart having 
retired, and the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
of New-Jersey, being in the chair :— 

** Resolved, That this convention return 
their most fervent thanks to Almighty 
God, for his kind providence in preserv- 
ing their bishop during his absence, in 
restoring his health, and in bringing him 
in safety to the bosom of his family, to 
the embraces of his friends, and to the 
cordial and ardent welcome of his diocese. 
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“* Resolved, That this convention have 
undiminished confidence in their bishop, 
in the rectitude of his principles, in the 
purity of his motives, and in the elevation 
of his character; and that they are happy 
in bearing their testimony to the sound- 
ness of his policy, and the correctness of 
his proceedings, whether within the sphere 
of his own diocese, or in the concerns of 
the church at large. 

“ Resolved, That this convention parti- 
cipate most heartily in the sentiments ex- 
pressed by their bishop, in regard to the 
General Theological Seminary; and are 
happy that they have always seen in him 
the firm, the dignified, and the consistent 
supporter of its rights and best interests. 

** Resolved, That this convention have 
heard with feelings of inexpressible love 
and reverence, the dignified and affection- 
ate address delivered by the bishop ; and 
reciprocate, with unrestrained cordiality, 
the kindness and tenderness manifested 
both in its sentiments and in its delivery; 
and that they will ever retain a remem- 
brance of the hallowed scene presented 
by this assembly and its head, overpower- 
ed by their mutual emotions, as an addi- 
tional pledge of personal love towards 
himself, and of union with each other.” 

To the above we have only to add, that 
our feelings on this subject are of a much 
more holy and elevated character than any 
that could be excited by mere respect for 
talents, or sensibility to personal worth. 
We are not conscious of the least admix- 
ture of ostentation or parade, when we 
declare that on this, as on every other sub- 
ject, we would humbly endeavour to keep 
constantly in view the truly evangelical 
motto of the venerable Whitgift, * Pro 
Ecclesia Dei.” Bishop Hobart has been 
so long known as the able, disinterested, 
and undaunted advocate of a system of re- 
ligious policy which we conscientiously 
believe to be most for the honour of God, 
and the best interests of the Gospel, that 
it is impossible for either the friends or 
the opponents of that policy to avoid con- 
necting with it his official character. Un- 
der the full influence of this principle, we 
would reverently express our sense of de- 
vout gratitude to God that the bishop has 
been preserved to the church, and rein- 
stated in that health which we humbly 
and sincerely hope will long enable him 
to continue his very valuable services in 
her cause. Nor would we omit a grateful 
notice of the able advocate which that 
policy has found in the faithful and excel- 
lent prelate whose recent accession to the 
number of our bishops—all of them, God be 
praised, true to the interests of the church 
—has been so great a blessing toour church 
at large, and especially to the new and in- 
teresting diocese of North-Carolina, of 
which he has the care. May the blessing 
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of God accompany all pious efforts to keep 
alive those primitive principles ef Chris- 
tian unity which are the divinely appointed 
Safeguards of the truth as it is in Jesus; 
and in which, we doubt not, will be found 
the only ultimate security of that truth 
from the deleterious influence of the ever- 
varying winds of false doctrine ! 








Green Bay Mission. 


Ocr readers have already been apprised 
(see page 22 of our present volume) of the 
appointment of the Rev. Norman Nash, by 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
as missionary at Green Bay Some ac- 
counts have recently been received from 
this gentleman,detailing the circumstances 
of his arrival at that station, and giving 
some description of its situation, and of 
the manners, &c. of the Menominee and 
Stockbridge tribes of aboriginals, among 
whom he intends to reside, and to admi- 
mister the duties of his appointment. The 
communications of Mr. Nash are publish- 
ed in the Philadelphia Recorder: they are 
too long for our purpose; but we extract 
the following notice, which is appended 
to them by the executive committee :-— 

* Tt is a subject of great satisfaction to 
the executive committee, that the long de- 
sired object of an Indian mission, under 
the care of our church, is about to be ac- 
complished. Episcopalians must reflect, 
that in order to its successful prosecution, 
the work will require an increase of la- 
bourers, and great expense. The society 
will devote itself chiefly to the education 
of Indian children in the principles of 
Christianity, and in the arts of civilized 
life; and in the prosecution of its plan, 
will form as many schools as they can pro- 
vide with teachers and means for their 
support. Some donations to the Green 
Bay mission have already been received. 
Others are respectfully solicited. The 
Episcopal clergy are particularly request- 
ed to interest themselves in this matter. 
The mode in which they will aid the cause 
is left to themselves; the duty is imposed 
by the authority of the church. 

** Geonce Born, " ‘ 
* Jackson Kempen, Sub Committee. 
* Philadelphia, Oct 18, 1825.” 
—_—_-— 
New Episcopal Church. 


The Gospel Messenger for October 
states, “ that the corner-stone of an Epis- 
copal church was laid, with masonic ho- 
nours, on the 15th September, 1825, in 
the village of Greeneville, in the upper 
part of this diocese (South-Carolina.) An 
able and interesting address was delivered 
on the occasion, by the Rev. Rodolphus 
Dickinson, rector of St. Paul’s church, 
Pendleton. He gave a brief exposition of 


the distinctive doctrines of our. church, 
and exposed some of the prejudices which 
are usually entertained aguinst it by those 
who are not well acquainted with its ser- 
vices. The building is to be 55 feet long 
by 30 wide, and 18 feet in height. It is 
estimated the cost wili be about $ 3000. 

**In a cavity of the foundation, prepared 
for the purpose, were deposited the Book 
of Common Prayer, and the following in- 
scription :-— 

“* At the request of the building com- 
mittee, was laid, on the 15th September, 
A. D 1825, the foundation-stone of an edi- 
fice, to be erected for the worship of Al- 
mighty God, according to the usages of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States; Rodolphus Dickinson, past 
high priest, presiding, assisted by the 
companions of said chapter, and the bre- 
thren ef the lodge —Edward Croft, Esq. 
chairman; Joseph P. Labruce, Dr. John 
Crittenden, members of the building com- 
mittee.—The site presented by Vardy 
M‘Bee, Esq.—Robert Wilson, stone ma- 
son.” 


‘Ordinations, Confirmations, €c. 


On Wednesday, the 24th of August last, 
(the festival of St. Bartholomew, ) the Rev. 
Eli Wheeler was instituted rector of Christ 
church, Shrewsbury, New-Jersey, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes, who also preach- 
ed on the occasion.—On the same day, the 
bishop administered confirmation in the 
above named church 

On the 14th Sunday after Trinity, Sep- 
tember 6, at Derby, Connecticut, the Right 
Rev. T. C Brownell, D. D. bishop of the 
diocese, admitted Mr. Joseph D. Clark to 
the holy order of deacons. 

At an ordination, held on the 17th Sun- 
day after Trinity, September 25, in St. 
Stephen’s church, Philadelphia, Mr. John 
B. Clemson, Mr. Caleb I. Good, and Mr. 
David C. Page, were admitted to the holy 


order of deacons by the Right Rev. Bishop 


White. Morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. James Montgomery, rector of the 
parish, and the sermon preached by the 
bishop. 

On the feast of St. Michael and All An- 
gels, September 29, during the meeting of 
the convention of the Eastern diocese, the 
Right Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, D.D. 
bishop of the diocese, held an ordination 
in St. Paul’s church, Boston, when the Rev. 
Henry W. Ducachet, M.D. minister of St. 
Peter’s church, Salem, and the Rev. Silas 
Blaisdale, of Boston, deacons, were admit- 
ted to the holy order of priests. Morning 
prayer was read by the Rev. Nathan B. 
Crocker, rector of St. John’s church, Pro- 
vidence, Rhode-Island; and the sermon 
preached by the Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, 
rector of St. Stephen’s church, Middle- 
bury, Vermont. The candidates were pre- 
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sented by the Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler, 
rector of Christ church, Quincy, Massa- 
chusetts; and a large number of presby- 
ters from the several states composing 
the diocese assisted in the services of the 
occasion. 

On Saturday, the Ist of October, an or- 
dination was held in Christ chapel, Belle- 
ville, New-Jersey, by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Croes, when the Rev. Matthew Mat- 
thews, officiating at that church, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests. The 
Rev. John Croes, jun. preached the ser- 
mon, and the Rev. Dr. Rudd presented the 
candidate. The Rev. Henry P. Powers, the 
Rev. W. L.. Johnson, of the diocese, and the 
Rev. Dr. Lyell, of New-York, were also 
present and assisting.—On Sunday, the 2d 
October, the bishop administered confir- 
mation to 33 persons in the aforesaid 
church. 

In Georgetown, District of Columbia, on 
Wednesday, October 12, the Rev. Horatio 
Nelson Gray, deacon, minister of Christ 
church in that town, was admitted to the 
holy order of priests, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Kemp. Morning service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Hawley, rector of 
St. John’s church, Washington city. The 
sermon was preached by the bishop, and 
the candidate was presented by the Rev. 
Mr. Addison, rector of St. John’s church, 
Georgetown. 

On Sunday, the 16th of Cctober, 1825, 
St.John’s church, Williamsborough, North- 
Carolina, was consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God by the Right Rev. John 
Stark Ravenscroft, bishop of the diocese : 
after which the bishop held an ordination, 
when James H. Otey, A. M. was admitted 
to the holy order of deacons, and the Rev. 
C. C. Brainerd to that of priests —Mr. 
Otey was presented by the Rev. Mr. Green, 
of Hillsborough, and Mr. Brainerd by the 
Rev. Mr. Mason, of Newbern.—After the 
administration of the holy communion to 
about sixty communicants, in which he 
was assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Brainerd 
and Otey, the bishop addressed the per- 
sons ordained, which address will appear 
in our number for December. 

On Friday, October 2Ist, the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart held an orctination in [ri- 
nity church in this city, when Mr. Joseph R. 
Youngs was admitted to the holy order of 
deacons; and the following deacons were 
ordered priests :—The Rev. Augustus L. 
Converse, missionary at Onondaga and Sy- 
racuse, Onondaga county; the Rev. Pal- 
mer Dyer, missionary at Granville, Wash- 
ington county, and parts adjacent; the 
Rev. William €. Mead, minister of St. 
Thomas’s church, Mamaroneck, and Grace 
church, White Plains, Westchester coun- 
ty; the Rev Richard Salmon, missionary 
at Geneseo, Livingston county, and parts 
adjacent; and the Rev.Orsamus H Smith, 
minister of St. Andrew’s church, Genoa, 
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Cayuga county, and St. Paul’s church, 
Tuliy and Preble, Cortlandt county. The 
morning prayer was read by the Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, M. D. rector of St. 
Ann’s church, Brooklyn; and the exhor- 
tation delivered by the Rev. George Up- 
fold, M.D. rector of St. Luke’s church, 
New-York. 
=_—oo 





Obituary Notice. 
From: the Gospel Messenger for October, 


Departed this life, September 12th, 1825, 
in the city of New-¥ork, Mr. Wm. Crank. 
son, one of the trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal General Theological Seminary, 
and chairman of the vestry of St. Paul’s 
church, Charleston. 

He was a sincere, devout, zealous, and 
steadfast member, and a regular commu- 
nicant of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
He was an early and liberal contributor to 
the General Theological Seminary, on the 
anniversary exercises of which he reeently 
attended.. He was for nearly forty years 
a member of the Society for the Relief of 
the Widows and Orphans of our Clergy, 
and from their foundation of the three 
other religious societies formed by the 
male members of our church, on the high- 
est terms of admission. There was no 
religious society connected with this dio- 
cese, of which he, or some member of his 
family, was nota member. His children 
were at an early age made contributors 
to such institutions; an excellent custom, 
happily adapted to nip selfishness, to ex- 
cite sentiments of piety and humanity, 
and to lay in season the foundation of the 
invaluable habit of beneficence. 

As a vestryman, he was attentive, ac- 
tive, indefatigable, and successful He was 
a humane and considerate master. He 
erected at his sole expense, in the vicinity 
of his country residence, a neat, commodi. 
ous, and in every respect suitable church, 
in which he read prayers and a sermon 
on the Lord’s day, for the benefit of his 
slaves and his neighbours. That public 
service might be continued during his ab- 
sence, he contributed a sufficient sum, and 
declared his readiness to unite in the sup. 
port of a stated minister. 

It hath seemed good to Divine Provi- 
dence to order that this worthy man should 
come to his grave amid the inconveniences 
of a distance from home. But as was pi- 
ously remarked by the benevolent Howard, 
who in this respect was similarly situated, 
** It is as near to heaven from Grand Cairo 
as from England.” We cherish the well. 
founded hope that they are both “ in the 
same place where our Saviour Christ is 
gone before,” the city which hath no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in 
it; for the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof. ““ Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words.” 
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University of Oxford. 

Iw a convocation at Oxford, on the 2d of 
June, the university seal was affixed to a 
letter of thanks to Henry Drummond, Esq. 
of Albury Park, Surry, for his munificent 
foundation of a professorship in political 
economy. Uhe day of election for the first 
professorship was fixed for the 8th of June, 
ani Nassau William Senior, Esq. “I. A. 
late fellow of Mugdalen College, and bar- 
rister at law, Was unanimously chosen 

At the same time (June 2) the house of 
convocation accepted a proposal from the 
Rev. Dr. Ellerton, fellow of Magdalen Col- 
lege, to found an annual prize of twenty 
gumeas for the best English essay on 
some doctrine or duty of the Christian re- 
ligion, or on some of the points on which 
we differ from the Romish church, or on 
any other subject of thedlogy which shall 
be deemed meet and useful. 

The prizes for the year 1825 have been 
awarded to the following gentlemen :— 

Lirin Vense.—ZIncendium Londinense, 
anno 1666. Edward Pawlet Blunt, scholar 
of Corpus Christi College. 

Latin Essay —De Tribunicia apud Ro- 
manos Potestate. Frederick Oakley, BL. A. 
Christ Church. 

Eneiisu Essay.—Language in its copi- 
ousness and structure, considered as a test 
of national civilization. James Walliam 
MyIne, B. A. Balliol College. 

Sin Roger Newoicate’s Prize.—Eng- 
lish Verse.—** The Temple of Vesta, at Ti- 
voli.” Richard Clerk Sewell, Demy of 
Magdalen College. 


TT 
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The quantity of blood taken into the 
heart, and expelled therefrom into the ar- 
teries, in the course of twenty-four hours, 
has been lately estimated, by Dr. Kidd, at 
24 5-4 hogsheads in a man, and 8,000 hogs- 
heads in a whale! The whole mass of 
blood therefore, reckoning it at thirty-five 
pints, passes 288 1:mes through the heart 
daily, or once in five minutes, by 375 pul- 
sations, each expelling about 1 1-2 ounce 
of blood. 

The Society for the Encouragement of 
National Industry in France, has adjudg- 
ed a gold medal to M. Crespel, for the 
manufacture of red-beet sugar This gen- 
tleman annually disposes of 150,000 lbs. 
of this sugar: his factory is open to all 
who wish to examine its regulations, and 
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he supplies workmen acquainted with alk 
his proceedings. A prince of the Ukraine 
left his country, to put on a labourer’s 
frock, and learn of M. Crespel to make beet 
sugar. — 

Society Islands. 

In these, now Christian, islands, rapid 
improvements are going on in the arts of 
civilized life. At Otaheite a sugar manu- 
factory has been established, where sugar 
is made from the native cane. At Eimeo, 
a building designed for a cotton manuiac- 
tory has been erected; the machinery for 
spinning and weaving was imported from 
England, and was to be put in motion by 
water power. Cotton grows spontaneously 
in abundance. 


RELIGION, 

*€ This world is all a fleeting show,” 
The poet well may say ; 

An! ali within this vale of wo 
Is fleeting fast away. 

On youthful tovs at first intent, 
And all our thoughts bestow ; 

Deluded mortals, whither Lent? 
On happiness below? 

And age approaches ere we find 

¥ That years have vol’d away, 

That pleasure’s reign is in the mind ; 
How sad, indeed, we stray! 

Can we be sure then of an hour ? 
Now! does the hour-glass run! 

Tis mine, or thine, ’tis in our power; 
Haste, fly, to seize thy own. 

Religion, thou wilt ever last, 
Unbounded is thy will; 

When all the joys in life are past, 
Thon liv’st eternal still. 

Oli! then for me thy joys prepare, 
Thy goodness charms the soul; 
Reign in unbounded plessures there, 

And thus shall | be whole. 
Q. E. BD 


Calendar for December, 1825. 
4. Second Sunday in Advent. 

11. Third Sunday in Advent. 

14 

16. + Ember-days. 

17. 

18. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

21. St. Thomas the Apostle. 

25. The nativity of our Lord, or the birth- 
day of Christ, commonly called Christ- 
mas-day. 

26. St. Stephen the Martyr. 

27. St. John the Evangelist. 

28. The Holy Innocents. 


To Correspondents. —The September number of the Theological Repertory did not reach us 
in time to copy from it in our number for October, the notice respecting the opening of the 
Theological Seminary at Alexandria; but in that number we had so far anticipated the request 
of our triends of the Repertory, as to insert the residue of the article, which is incorporated in 
our abstract of the proceedings of the Virginia convention. 

The review by inselmo, will appear in our number for December: in which number also 
will be inserted the report of the Ventral Bible and Prayer Book Society, and the Interiour of 
a Parish, No. U.—No. UL of the same paper will find a place in the Journal ‘or January. 

We have received an interesting review of the Sermons of Bishop Moore, which will be com- 
menced in our January number.—The comiaunication of U. U, shail also be inserted. 
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